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Hello Alabama Beekeepers, 

 I would like to wish each and every-

one a Merry Christmas and a Happy New 

Year. I hope this past year was a good one for 

everyone, may your bees stay strong and 

healthy and bless you with a good honey crop 

in the coming New Year. 

 If you were able to attend the Ala-

bama State Beekeepers Association Conven-

tion in September, I hope it was a good experi-

ence for you. We had great speakers this year 

and they covered a wide variety of beekeeping 

topics. There were also a lot of great door prizes and very good meals. I want to 

thank all the volunteers that helped with the meals and the many other projects 

that go on behind the scenes at the convention. I want to thank you for your 

support in electing me as your new president for this coming year, please con-

tact me if you have any question about our association or upcoming events. 

 The next Alabama Beekeepers Association event planned will be the 

Spring Picnic. The picnic is set for April the 29th at Lanark Park Pavilion in 

Millbrook, Alabama from 10:00am till 2:00pm. Make sure to save the date and 

if you need any supplies contact the vendors that will be attending this event. 

 Dr. Jim Tew will be conducting his annual Beekeeping Symposium and 

work shop the first Saturday in February, which will be February 4th, at Clan-

ton, Alabama. I would like to ask all members if you know someone who is 

thinking about becoming a beekeeper please encourage them to attend Dr. 

Tewôs Symposium. This is a great opportunity for anyone thinking about start-

ing a beekeeping hobby as they can learn much on that Saturday which may 

help to make up their minds if they want to pursue a beekeeping adventure.  

 Also, the Alabama Master Beekeeper Program will hold their annual 

classes and testing for advancement in becoming an Alabama Certified Master 

Beekeeper on February 9, 10 and 11th, 2017 in Clanton Alabama, at the Per-

forming Arts and Conference Center. For those that are interested in the Master 

Beekeeping Program visit the Alabama Beekeepers Association web site at 

www.alabamabeekeepers.com and click onto the master beekeepers link to reg-

ister or for more information. 

 One of my many missions for this year is to update area associations 

and clubs information. We are in need of updated local associations and clubs 

information with meeting places, times, and president names. If you are a presi-

dent of a local club please contact Jerry Carter, editor of the Stinger, to update 

Letter from the President 

David Ellis 

http://www.alabamabeekeepers.com/
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your local clubs information. I am looking forward to serving you this year, 

letôs all work together and make this year a very successful one for our associa-

tion.  

     Thanks, 

     David Ellis 

Letter from the Vice President 

 I hope that everyone had a wonderful 

Thanksgiving and I know that you are all 

looking forward to a Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year.  As we contemplate the new 

year of 2017, letôs factor in the major statewide 

beekeeping events coming up. 

 Dr. Jim Tewôs ACES Symposium will 

be held, as usual, on the first Saturday in 

February (February 4th) at the Clanton 

Conference and Performing Arts Center.  As 

you probably know, this is typically the most 

widely attended meeting for state beekeepers, 

so register now. 

 You need to consider taking advantage of the classes that will be 

offered at the Master Beekeeper program, scheduled for Thursday - Saturday 

February 9th, 10th & 11th, 2017 at the Clanton Conference & Performing Arts 

Center. The information taught there will certainly make you a better beekeeper. 

 Next on the annual agenda is the ABA Spring Picnic. We have reserved 

the Lanark Pavilion in Millbrook, where we held last yearôs picnic, for the last 

Saturday in April (April 29th), so save that date on your calendar. From the 

feedback that we got from you after the event last year, the venue was an 

overwhelming favorite, especially regarding the facility itself as well as its 

central location near the center of the state and its convenient proximity to I-65. 

 The third major beekeeping event will be our annual Fall Conference, 

to be held, once again, at CPAC in Clanton on Friday and Saturday, September 

22nd and 23rd. Consult the ABA website at www.AlabamaBeekeepers.com for 

details of the program and the speakers as plans develop and weôll also update 

you in upcoming editions of The Stinger. 

 

      Bill Evans 

Bill Evans 

http://www.AlabamaBeekeepers.com
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 This is a friendly reminder to those who 

have not yet paid their dues for 2017 that they 

are due in January. There is a renewal form on 

www.alabamabeekeepers.com. The dues are $10 

for the year. Make check payable to the Ala-

bama Beekeepers Association and mail to: 

 Bonnie Funderburg 

 1260 Easley Bridge Road 

 Oneonta, Alabama 35121.  

We will be taking dues at the Alabama Beekeep-

ers Booth at Dr. Tew's ACES Symposium on February 4th if you want to pay 

there. I hope to see all of you at the Symposium. 

 

      Bonnie Funderburg 

Letter from the Treasurer 

Bonnie Funderburg 

Letter From The Secretary 

 I have been working closely with Bonnie Funderburg as she makes the 

transition from serving as both Secretary and Treasurer to serving one office as 

Treasurer for the Alabama Beekeepers Association. She has done an excellent 

job serving both offices as she has been doing double duty by the blending of 

the offices for years, with her knowledge and expertise as a CPA she definitely 

keeps the books accurate as well as our memberships current. I have had the 

pleasure of working with her for many years on different projects for the 

Alabama Beekeepers Associations and looking forward to continuing to work 

with her and all members of the Alabama Beekeepers Association as your 

Secretary. 

 If you attended the ABA Fall Conference in Clanton, and brought a 

dessert or dish, thank you. Your contribution adds so much to our events. If you 

volunteered and helped out in any way, your service was much appreciated it 

takes a lot of hands and sometimes feet to get our events organized, promoted, 

and delivered. Thank you for your support. 

 

    Merry Christmas and Happy New Year, 

    Susan Ellis 

http://www.alabamabeekeepers.com/
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Beekeeping and Honeybees 

 Roslyn Horton presented David Michaels with this yearôs Youth in 

Beekeeping Award at the 2016 ABA annual meeting.  David won this award for 

his essay, Beekeeping and Honeybees.  Along with the award comes quite the 

prize package, including two full hives (with bees) and all the tools needed to 

get David off to a great start in his beekeeping adventure.   

 This is the second year for this program and I have to say it is a 

wonderful program.  The youth of today need the experienced beekeepers to 

help them along just as we need them to continue our collective legacy of 

Alabama Beekeepers.  I encourage the county clubs to get involved with this 

program in 2017.  Letôs get as many kids as we can interested in beekeeping, 

farming, and caring for this planet in general.  After all, without them we have 

no future. 

 Good luck to David and his family.  I look forward to checking in with 

him next year and see how he is doing with his bees.  Below is Davidôs winning 

essay. 

 

     Jerry Carter 

Youth in Beekeeping 

 I want to be a beekeeper 

because it is very important to me to 

learn about how to care for honeybees 

and to discover the effect honeybees 

could have on my life.  I believe that by 

raising them I will be able to learn 

firsthand how honeybees positively 

affect our environment while at the 

same time producing a delicious treat.  It 

would be a cool experience to be 

mentored by a member of the Central Alabama Beekeepers Association.  The 

experience I could gain from having a mentor would be worth years of self 

learning. 

 Studying and practicing the habits of a beekeeper would be educational 

and rewarding for me.  I would be able to study honeybees up close and 

personal in my own backyard.  It would be exciting to understand more about 

the habits of honeybees and how to care for them.  I would like to be able to 

share with others the importance of honeybees and how to care for and harvest 
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honey.  In addition, to being an awesome experience it would be educational 

because I would be learning about how honeybees affect food crops, the 

environment, and how pollination works.  Learning to become a beekeeper 

would be rewarding because I would obtain the knowledge on how to preserve 

and protect the honeybee population.  I know honeybees are important because 

we rely on them to pollinate our flowers and help with our food crops.  In 

searching on the internet, I found that according to the U.S. Department of 

Agriculture honeybees are on decline because of pesticides, diseases, and the 

climate.  I would like to do my part in learning how to prevent this decline from 

happening.  I also learned that honeybees pollinate one-third of everything we 

eat and that they are responsible for pollinating about one-sixth of the flowering 

plant species worldwide.  I also discovered that honeybees produce one of the 

most nutritious foods we can consume. 

 Additionally, I have always wanted to extract honey from the hives.  I 

would like to know the most efficient and fastest way to harvest honey.  I also 

need to know the correct way to remove the honeycomb and to make beeswax 

and other honey based products. 

 Last but not least, beekeeping would eventually enable me to continue 

with my farming dreams by learning to harvest, bottle and sell honey at local 

farmerôs markets.  I have a dream of having my own farm one day complete 

with raising chickens for fresh eggs, growing food crops to sell at local farmerôs 

markets, and harvesting honey from my own beehives.  Becoming involved in 

the Central Alabama Young Beekeeper program would help place me on the 

path to realizing my dream and to help create an awareness of the importance of 

honeybees. 

 To sum up why I would love to become a beekeeper, honeybees are 

very important to Godôs green earth and we need them to live.  I know it would 

be very fun, educational, and exciting to take care of them, learn about them, 

and collect the honey from the bees.  I would be extremely appreciative and 

thankful for the opportunity to learn more about the process of beekeeping and 

how to preserve and protect the honeybee population.  I look forward to the 

opportunity to represent the Central Alabama Beekeepers Association. 

 

 

     David Michaels 

     2016 Youth in Beekeeping winner 

ðððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð 

 

We can not always build the future for our youth, but we can build our youth 

for the future. 

     Franklin D. Roosevelt 
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 While most non-beekeepers think having a neighborhood beekeeper is 

amusing and/or harmless, our neighbor initiated a lawsuit intended to force my 

wife and me to remove bees from our property. What follows is the story of 

that lawsuit from our point of view. Along the way, we made many 

observations that need to be shared with the rest of the beekeeping community, 

especially those who are considering  beekeeping in a suburban neighborhood. 

 I am not an attorney myself. Based on what happened to us, I highly 

recommend you talk with your attorney before you start beekeeping in a 

suburban/urban neighborhood. Assume someone will try to sue you to force 

removal of the bees ï you need to know if he can fabricate a case. Those folks 

who will want to sue you are out there. If one of them can get a case going, 

then you might just get a certified letter inviting you to spend many thousands 

of dollars on attorneyôs fees. 

 Letôs start at the beginning of our beekeeping in Alabama. When we 

first moved to Dothan Alabama in the summer of 2006, we knew we wanted to 

keep bees on our property, and so informed our real estate agent. We also said 

we did not want to live in a place with covenants, and preferred a mostly rural 

location. We found what looked like a suitable house ï 3.2 acres with a 

hayfield for one ñneighborò and a cow pasture for another ñneighborò. There 

was a house behind the one we were considering, it had a large open pole barn 

where a farm tractor was stored. When we asked about covenants, we were told 

there were none. We bought the house; and as expected the deed did not 

reference any covenants. 

 We moved in, met our neighbors in the house behind ours and told 

them of our proposed beekeeping on the property. They didnôt voice any 

concerns then. The next spring (2007), I set up empty hives, and told my 

neighbors that if they had any objections let me know before I put bees in the 

hives. Again, the neighbors didnôt object. I installed packages in the hives, and 

again no comments from the neighbor. 

 Thatôs where things stood until late that summer, until one day my 

neighbor drove over in his farm tractor (incidentally running over my wifeôs 

garden in the process), and told us there were covenants on the property, and 

that beekeeping was forbidden on the property per the covenants. We called the 

attorney who handled the closing to find out what was going on, and on double 

checking learned that we had bought in a development consisting of 2 houses, 

there were covenants on the property, and the covenants forbade the keeping of 

ñanimalsò other than dogs and cats (Iôm paraphrasing a bit here). The attorney 

who handled our house purchase closing was properly embarrassed at his 

missing the covenants when he prepared the settlement package. His advice 

A Case Study of a Beekeeper Neighbor Problem 
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was that for the moment we should sit tight and see if anything further 

developed. 

 Lesson Learned: If your attorney tells you something such as 

beekeeping is legal to do, get a letter from him stating his opinion. Having to 

write the letter should inspire him to double check his statements. In our case, 

the attorney who handles our next house purchase will be asked to include a 

letter stating that the property is legally suitable for beekeeping without further 

restrictions (or list the applicable legal restrictions). Also, document that you asked 

your neighbors about beekeeping and they were OK with it. 

 Letôs get back to the case history. For several years, the closing 

attorneyôs advice of ñSit tight and see if anything developsò was valid. I 

maintained the colonies, and no objections were voiced. When the bees 

swarmed into one of my neighborôs trees, my wife got a phone call from my 

neighbor saying ñPlease tell Bill his bees are trying to leave home, and they are 

camped in the tree by our carportò. Nothing about that call made me think my 

neighbors were anything more than amused by the swarm; of course, I promptly 

retrieved it. The neighbor even came over one day when I was working the bees 

and I showed him what goes on in a colony. He seemed interested. Everything 

looked to be working out well, and I didnôt hear any more complaints. The bees 

and their hives were accepted (or so I thought). By the way, I never heard about 

another swarm on my neighborôs property, or for that matter heard any other 

complaints about alleged bee misbehavior. 

 Also during this period, the attorney who handled our property closing 

had a stroke and was forced to retire. 

 In 2014, I received a letter from an attorney stating that he had been 

retained by my neighbor to file suit to force me to remove my beehives as a 

covenant violation. The letter claimed my bees were a nuisance to my neighbors 

and so they had to go. They also claimed my beehive color scheme (FYI, they 

have yellow boxes with green outer covers and bottom boards) were 

nontraditional and garish. This letter was a courtesy to let me act before the suit 

was actually filed. 

 You canôt let a letter like this go unanswered. I was fortunately able to 

locate an attorney who also kept bees in a neighborhood, and the 

correspondence between the attorneys began. My neighbor couldnôt produce 

backup information for claiming my bees were a nuisance. Slowly the real issue 

began to surface; my neighbor didnôt like having to look at beehives when he 

looked across my property. He claimed that in the beekeeping classes, that I 

taught, I advocated keeping beehives hidden from view and that I had even 

written a pamphlet advocating keeping beehives hidden. The neighbor further 

accused me of being a hypocrite for ignoring my own advice. Having never 

written such a pamphlet (I do not advocate keeping beehives hidden from view), 
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I told my attorney to ask my neighbor to produce the pamphlet. Of course, he 

couldnôt produce a pamphlet, and his attorney lost interest in the case. No suit 

was filed. I had spent $2000 in attorneyôs fees, but our beekeeping on our 

property was safe (at least for the moment). 

 In April, 2016 my wife and I got a certified letter stating my neighbor 

had filed a lawsuit against us to force me to remove the bees from my property. 

He had found a new attorney; this one specialized in being a trial attorney for 

plaintiffs. All the same claims were made that my beekeeping was a nuisance 

that prevented my neighbors from using their property, my property was 

overrun with too many hives, and an additional claim that we were running a 

beekeeping business contrary to another part of the covenant. My neighbor 

wanted my beekeeping business profits, and subpoenaed copies of my tax 

returns to ensure he was getting the full amount due. 

 I retained the same attorney I had before, and set about answering the 

claims made in the suit. The bees were a nuisance? Dothan has ñGood 

Neighbor Guidelinesò giving the expectations for neighborhood-friendly 

beekeeping. I got our state bee inspector, our local extension agent (he does 

keep bees), and an Alabama Master Beekeeper to look over my beekeeping. 

They all wrote affidavits saying my beekeeping was conducted in accordance 

with the Guidelines. The colonies were registered, peaceful, an appropriate 

distance from property lines, the equipment was in good condition, and the 

number of colonies was appropriate for the 3.2 acres we own. We run a 

beekeeping business? We provided copies of our tax returns (with the 

information not related to beekeeping redacted by our attorney) along with a 

letter from our accountant stating that since our ñbusinessò lost money, we were 

actually hobby beekeepers. Our bees interfere with our neighborôs use of his 

property? I took pictures of our neighbors using their property with no apparent 

concern for our bees. 

 As before, the real issue had nothing to do with bees. My neighbor 

thought beehives on my property spoiled his view when he looked out across 

his yard into ours. He also didnôt want to have to see beehives when he drove 

down the road. 

 Lessons Learned: The real issue in a lawsuit can be remarkably petty. 

In this case my neighbor wanted us to run our property to meet his desires, and 

was using the covenants to try to force his desire for an unobstructed view of 

our propertyôs landscape on us. The bees themselves were simply the pretext for 

filing the suit. Also, plaintiffôs attorneys are paid to win cases for their clients. 

They are not paid to confirm the allegations their clients make in complaints 

are justified. 

 The neighbor then submitted a proposed settlement that we rejected as 

unacceptable, and we submitted a proposed settlement that the neighbor 
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rejected. The neighborôs attorney then 

filed for summary judgement against us, 

and our attorney filed a counter. Of 

course, all this time the attorney bills are 

adding up. Finally came the day of the 

summary judgement hearing. The 

plaintiffôs attorney argued that since the 

bees were biologically ñanimalsò, they 

were forbidden by the covenants. Our 

attorney argued that using the biological 

definition of ñanimalò was inappropriately 

broad, and the plaintiffôs attorneyôs 

interpretation would have meant people 

couldnôt live on the property either. He 

also argued that the bees had been there 

for many years, and the statute of 

limitations for bringing up the issue was 

long expired. Summary judgement in favor of the plaintiff was denied, and the 

judge ordered us to mediate the issue. 

 A mediator was appointed, and he stated that he didnôt know anything 

about beekeeping. I tried my best to educate him in the few minutes we had 

with him before mediation started, but some of his remarks told me he had no 

feeling for the emotional attachment we have for our bees, or the risks involved 

in moving a hive any time we feel like it. By the way, the mediator also charges 

for his time. 

 In mediation, the plaintiffs and the defendants (my wife and I were the 

defendants) are placed in different rooms, and the mediator shuttles between 

them with the proposals, counterproposals, and a very high pressure sales pitch 

for all these proposals. In the end, we accepted a proposal that restricts my 

beekeeping to locations approved by my neighbor. I have to move some hives, 

but I do get to do it in the spring when moving bees is feasible. We will also be 

more restricted in the number of colonies we are allowed to keep on the 

property.   

 Had we rejected the mediation solution and instead gone to a full-blown 

trial, I am 90% certain we would have won (In the legal business, nothing is 

certain until the judge bangs his gavel for the last time). So why did we accept 

losing the best beekeeping site on the property? Two reasons apply: 1) Money ï 

going to trial would have probably cost at least another $10,000. 2) I was 

convinced that my neighbor was the irrational type who would have done 

anything to ñenforceò his view of how we should manage our property; this 

includes sneaking over onto our property and shooting wasp spray into my 

Neighborôs view of hives 
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hives. 

 I do treasure a comment our attorney made to my wife during 

mediation: ñNow donôt do anything like putting out old toilets with flowers 

planted in the bowls to get him (our neighbor) riled upò. 

 So now the case is essentially resolved (the attorneys still have some 

paperwork to finish up). We canôt sue our original closing attorney for 

malpractice on the grounds he missed the covenants; that attorney is out of 

business. We are going to make a claim on the title insurance as the property 

was not properly represented on the deed. 

 Those are our personal actions. On a State level, I will be working 

through the Alabama Beekeepers Association to get state law to say beekeeping 

is legal unless specifically banned by name by some applicable legal 

instrument. Some covenants do say ñNo beekeepingò; I have no arguments with 

that. I just donôt want someone to be able to use an overly broad interpretation 

of a term like ñNo animalsò to stick his nose into other peopleôs affairs. As you 

can see from my case, once that nose is stuck into your affairs, itôs very 

difficult to get it out. 

 I will also be working to get a version of Dothanôs Good Neighbor 

Guidelines made into Alabama law, with the provision that people who follow 

the Guidelines will be immune from beekeeping lawsuits. My understanding is 

that West Virginia and Virginia already have such laws; I encourage all State 

beekeeping associations to do the same. 

 With the increased interest is suburban beekeeping, this sort of lawsuit 

will become more common; our judge said he already had several in his in-

basket. For the State beekeeping associations, the task is to stop these lawsuits 

before they start. For the average beekeeper (and especially a prospective 

beekeeper in a suburban area), it might be a good time to have a chat with your 

attorney.  The folks who will sue you are out there. 

 

      Bill Miller 

      wgmiller@aol.com 

 

 Bill Miller has been keeping bees since 1981, first in a Maryland 
suburb of Washington DC, and since 2007 in Dothan, Alabama (look in the 
southeast corner of the state). He is an Eastern Apicultural Society Master 
Beekeeper, and is active in the Wiregrass Beekeepers Association (southeast 
Alabama), the Alabama Beekeepers Association, and the Eastern Apicultural 
Society. He teaches the Wiregrass Beekeepers Associationôs beginning 
beekeeping course every year. 
 Mr. Miller and his wife Mary currently keep 10 slots for hives on their 
Dothan property (9 have active colonies). 
 Mr. Miller is a retired nuclear plant engineer. 
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 Editorôs thought...When Bill Miller first submitted this article, I 

was a little  hesitant about printing it, (even though I asked him for it) for fear of 

scaring potential new beekeepers from starting colonies of their own.  My heart 

goes out to Bill and his wife for what they went through, I think I would rather 

eat dirt than have to go through the legal system.  As Mr. Miller stated in the 

first line of his article though, most non beekeepers are happy to have a 

beekeeper in the neighborhood, especially since honeybees have been getting so 

much media attention for the past several years. 

 I know my neighbors have been wonderful to my familyôs bees.  They 

plant bee friendly flowers every Spring and throughout the Summer, they buy 

our honey and other products, they even leave water out for the bees in the 

Summer.  They are always asking questions about beekeeping and the 

honeybees in general.  I canôt say enough about what good neighbors they are.  I 

do not want potential beekeepers to be scared away by this story, but I do want 

everyone to be prepared and informed in case you should encounter a legal or 

any other type problem.  That is why we share our knowledge and experiences 

with each other. 

 So, how do we protect ourselves from lawsuits that may occur?  I 

received an e-mail from Bill Evans, ABA Vice President, a month or so back 

discussing this very issue.  His advice, essentially, beekeepers are absolved of 

liability for injury caused by stinging, but ONLY if they post a WARNING as 

prescribed under the statute Section 6-5-347 of the Alabama Code.  This 

warning sign should read as follows:  

WARNING 

"Under Alabama law, an agritourism professional is not liable for injury, 

sickness, or damage to, or the death of, a participant in an agritourism activity at 

this location if the injury, sickness, damage, or death results from the inherent 

risks of the agritourism activity.ò 

"Inherent risks of an agritourism activity include risks of injury, sickness, 

damage, or death inherent to land, equipment, and animals as well as the 

potential for you to act in a negligent manner that may contribute to your injury, 

sickness, damage, or death, or for another participant to act in a manner that 

may cause your injury, sickness, damage, or death.ò 

"You are assuming the risk of participating in this agritourism activity." 

   (Act 2012-520, p. 1543, ÄÄ1-5.) 

 This sign must be printed in black letters, with each letter being at least 

one inch in height and shall be placed in a clearly visible location at the main 

point of entrance to the property. 

 I have read Section 6-5-347 several times since I received Mr. Evans e-

mail.  The word ñagritourismò bothers me a bit.  To me that implies people 



 

 

 
The Stinger -  Newsletter of the Alabama Beekeepers Association 

  December 2016                                                                                            Page 13      

  

coming to our  bee yards and 

experiencing beekeeping for 

themselves, like a pick your own fruit 

farm or paying to go horseback riding.  

After looking over the Alabama Code 

of Laws, however, I have not found any 

other sections which cover beekeeping 

any better, so I am inclined to agree 

with Bill Evansô assessment.  If putting 

up a sign will deter a lawsuit, I am all 

for it.  

 Still that wording bothered me enough to call my insurance agent and 

ask him about beekeeping liability.  His advice in a nutshelléògood fences 

make for great neighbors.ò  I believe he was more concerned with a young child 

wandering too close to a beehive and getting hurt more than anything else, 

though. 

 By the way chances are good that your homeownerôs insurance does not 

cover your potential beekeeping liabilities, such as someone getting stung.  

There are beekeeping insurance companies out there that you could purchase a 

policy from and be better covered if you so desired.  I will have some 

information about some of these companies in the next issue. 

 Again, this information is just to inform you, not to deter you from 

beekeeping.  Chances are slim that you would ever be sued for your beekeeping 

activities.  Most beekeepers go their entire lives without any trouble at all from 

lawsuits, or neighbor complaints.  The only complaint I have received was for 

being out of honeyé 

 

     Jerry Carter 

     carterbees@charter.net 

 

Link to Alabama Code of Laws: 

http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/alison/codeofalabama/1975/coatoc.htm 

Membership Report 
Members as of 8/8/16 ðððððððððððððððððð877 
New Members ððððððððððððððððððððð-10 
Members as of 12/13/16 ððððððððððððððððð887 


