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Letter from the President:  

 Fellow beekeepers - it looks like spring 

has finally shown up and is quickly turning into sum-

mer.  I don't know how everyone's bees are doing, but 

those of mine that are doing fine are doing fine.  Those 

that aren't doing fine are just out there.  

 The ABA had a very nice picnic on May 18th at 

the Cullman County Fairgrounds.  There was a nice 

turnout, considering that pesky heavy rainstorms 

showed up before noon.  We were under a nice, large 

pavilion that kept us in the dry.  Thanks to everyone 

for bringing a dish to share, and a special thanks to Hal 

Hendrix for cooking the Boston butts and to Bonnie 

Funderburg for bringing all the paper goods, utensils,  

soft drinks and everything else. And thank you David 

and Susan Ellis for bringing soft drinks. Also, thank 

you Phillip Garrison for a job well done in getting the 

pavilion ready for us and being the local contact for the 

picnic. And thank you Phillip and Jeff Lee for setting 
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up and taking down all the tables. 

 The plans for our State Meeting the last week-

end in September are shaping up to be the best 

ever.  Jeff Lee is doing a lot of work to put together 

the meeting, workshops and keynote speakers.  Please 

make sure your calendar is marked for Friday and Sat-

urday, September 27th and 28th, to be in Montgomery, 

at Taylor Road Baptist Church. 

 David Kelton is continuing his hard work put-

ting together the next step in the Alabama Master 

Beekeeper program, that being Master Beekeeper 

level.  We will also be having the Certified and Jour-

neyman level lecture series and exams in Septem-

ber.  There is a dedicated web page with excellent in-

formation on the program at Alabamamasterbeekeep-

ers.com.  Please continue with your beekeeping edu-

cation and enjoyment. 

 I am hoping that you all have lots of honey to 

extract in the next month or so, and wishing you all 

well. Respectfully, Damon Wallace, President, Ala-

bama Beekeepers Association  
Letter from the Vice -President:  

 Hello Everyone. First, I want to thank 

all those folks that were instrumental in making our 

picnic a success. You did a great job!  For all us who 

benefited, I hope your fellowship with old friends and 

Damon Wallace, President 
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new acquaintances was both refreshing and a time of 

trading ideas for making a better beekeeper and more 

joy in this great art. 

The program for the annual meeting on Friday 

and Saturday, September 27th and 28th is coming along 

very well. Our keynote speakers will be Dr. Jim Tew 

and Dr. Keith Delaplane who will bring their expertise 

and knowledge to share with our association. The pro-

gram agenda is packed with subject matter for every 

beekeeper and crafter and includes everything from 

beginning beekeeping, pollen and nectar, tools, queen 

rearing, the importance of nucs, candle making, cream 

honey, and much more. Mark your calendar now. 

Register early. Make you motel reservation while 

rooms are still available. See you in September!     

Jeff Lee, Vice-President, Program Chairman  

 

Letter from the Secretary/Treasurer:  

The picnic was a lot of fun in spite of the rain. Those 

of us who were there kept dry under the pavilion. You 

missed out if you did not make it to the picnic. Hal 

Hendrix made some wonderful BBQ, and we had 

Linda Banksô sauce, which is always great, and sev-

eral large tables spread with other foods. 

The annual meeting is coming up soon, and Jeff Lee is 

hard at work planning a great program for us. If you 

are new to beekeeping or have not been to one of our 

annual meetings before, you do not want to miss out 

on this opportunity. We have two whole days with 

loads of classes to choose from, some for beginners, 

some for more experienced beekeepers and several 

classes that can be taken by beekeepers and non-

beekeepers alike. We feed you for the two days that 

we are there with two continental breakfasts, two 

lunches and a banquet on Friday night with live enter-

tainment. There are always several vendors present 

that you can order from beforehand, and they will 

bring your orders to the meeting with no shipping 

costs. September 27 and 28th will be upon us before 

we know it. There is a registration form in this 

Stinger, and there will be one online at 

www.alabamabeekeepers.com. 

I want to recognize a couple of people that have been 

invaluable to me over the last several years. For a few 

yars I planned all the food and bought it all and made 

sure everything was there at the annual meeting. 

Lonnie and I printed the programs ourselves and with 

the help ofe a few others, we collated, hole punched 

and bound all of them. Then in 2010 I became very ill 

and was unable to do any of this. About this time 

Mary Swann and Susan Ellis showed up at my house 

Jeff Lee, Vice-President/Program Chairman  

Bonnie Funderburg, Secretary/Treasurer 

http://www.alabamabeekeepers.com/
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and said, ñWhat can we do?ò I lay there in bed and 

told them where to find things in my house, such as 

leftover paper products, the hats, shirts, t-shirts, etc., 

everything that I usually carried to the annual meet-

ing. I verbally gave them the grocery lists, and they 

took care of everything for me. David Ellis was presi-

dent at that time, and he decided that we needed to 

have the programs professionally printed. This was a 

huge time savings for all of us. These gracious ladies 

did not stop there. They now come to my house every 

time we are planning food for Auburn or the annual 

meeting and help me to go through the supplies that 

we have and determine what we need to get. They 

help me wherever the Alabama Beekeepers are meet-

ing. They are not the only ones who help, but I wanted 

to recognize them, especially, because they have done 

so much for me and the Alabama Beekeepers Associa-

tion. THANK YOU SUSAN ELLIS and MARY 

SWANN. 

The information about lodging and special rates for 

attendees at our annual meeting in Montgomery will 

be available on our website soon. I will publish this 

information in the August Stinger.             Bonnie 

Funderburg, Secretary/Treasurer  

 

Alabama Master Beekeeper Program   

 David Kelton would like to remind you that 

there is a website for the Master Beekeepers Pro-

gram.  It is www.alabamamasterbeekeepers.com . 

There is some information concerning the require-

ments for the different levels on the website right 

now, and all information will be on there by June 

14th.  There is a registration form online and also one 

in this Stinger. 

 Remember that the Alabama Master Bee-

keeper program has been relocated away from the An-

nual Meeting.  The Alabama Master Beekeeper pro-

gram will be September 5, 6 and 7 at Hunter Hills 

Church in Prattville. 

  If you have any questions about the Program, 

http://www.alabamamasterbeekeepers.com

