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Alabama Master Beekeeper Prograr

In Memory of Two Members keepers Association has ever had. Damon put together

a wonderful program with outstanding speakers. David
Kelton, Chairman of the Alabama Master Beekeeper
Program, got that program off to an excellent start.

Beekeeper Commissioner McMillan| 5

Letter from the Editor 6 |There were a few, small growing pains with new pro-
grams, new vendor locations, and some confusion on
Adventures of Gil and Ronnie 7 |room numbers and buildings. These are the challenges

of our growing organization.

All the cooks did a fantastic job again this year.
Letter from the President: | cannot thank the ladies and men enough that helped

) ) in the kitchen to prepare all those delicious meals. If |
First, | would like to thank Damon Wallace for . brep ) "
the best annual meeting | believe the Alabama Bees_tarted naming namesswould omit someond donot

g want to do that. So, thanks to you all. You did very

well. My steak was perfect. with the presidency for another year. | look forwardl to
Also, thanks to the officers and directors for another year of growth and fun activities.
helping with whatever task you were asked to do. | HopetoseeallofyouatDF e w6 s Splr i n
thought the entertainment was first rate. Beekeeping Symposium at Auburn on Februdty 4
And a special thanks to three hundred Ala- 2012. Look for details in the Decemlt&tingerand on
bama Beekeeper ASSOC.Ia'[IOI‘l member§ who came (t:')cl)” website. Phillip Garrison, Preside ™
Montgomery to make this annual meeting happen. ) ]
It always boosts my enthusiasm to see all thb-etter from the Vice -President
vendors and to know the amount of bee supplies thegllow and Fellowette Beekeepers
brought. Your savings on shipping could easily be It is a pleasure to report to you that | am glgdd
more than the registration fee. our Annual Meeting in Montgomery is now in the
Most importantly, thank you for entrusting m8ooks. 1 had a lot of fun pulling it together, talked
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- with a great many beekeepers on their ideas and gug-
gestions, presenters, vendors and the folks at Tayjor
Road Baptist Church to get the program together, put
I 6 m gl adltrulythépe that these who-at
tended thought it was worth their while and that they
learned something from being there.
Dr.s Jim Tew and Clarence Collison, as well
___as Kim Flottum, all gave interesting, timely and infor-
- mative lectures. To all of the workshop preseriters
- too many to mention in this note, | wish to persondlly
- thank you for your willingness and professionalisn in
nie Funderburg and her team for a job well done.
= To all the attendees, a special thank you. Are
Damon Wallace, Vic®resident, Program Chairman | YOU aware that the Church Sgt Crew had the facili
ties ready for Sunday Morning services by 5:30 PM
your workshop or class. Saturday afternochWe di d n 6t | £08.vl[e u
There was no evidencle { hat
The Kitchen Staff cannot be thanked enougIThe respect that all of you showed for the facilities|is
All that food, for that many beekeepers (over 300, to be recognized and commended.
I 6 ve b)sesvediraowéerydtimelyfriendly and _ )
delicious manner. Another special Thank You to David Kelton
for launching the Alabama Master Beekeeper program

The Honey Show was another big hit this yetiis year. Excellent presentations and workshops
with lots of excellent entries. Thanks to Lynne Kelta@re given, and there was an impressive number pf
for being the judge this year. participants in the inaugural session.

A lot of detailed work went into the Registra- Work has already begun on the 2012 program.
tion for t hi Aspscial&hanksgo Bprrifyauhavérsuggestions or recommendations or inj-
provements to offer, please let me know. While eaplan the food for this many people and get it exactly
idea may or may not be implemented, | assure youright. We use our registrations and add to it a guegs as
that each will be evaluated and considered. Pleas® how many are going to register at the door and pdd
let me hear from you. to that the number of extra meals that have been paid

, for. We sometimes have food left over because a few
_Seeyou in February at the Auburn Bee Syny, 1ot show up or some others leave early. This ykar
posium! I remain humbled that you have asked medg.yy and Carolyn Grace took our leftover food to the
do the program again next year. Damon Wallace, Mif§idge Children's home in Eldridge, Alabama. W
-President/Program Chairma. ™ received the following note from them:
ADear ,Friends
Letter from the Secretary/ Thank you so much for all the items of food
you donated to the Home recently. We are so thankful
Treasurer that you thought of us in this way. We really appregi-
Folks, ate your thoughtfulness. God Bless, Staff and Chilf

The ABA convention was wonderful. It was $8€N0
good to see everybody and to see so many people We are glad that the fqod was not wasted gnd
helping to make it a good convention. It is hard to went to someone who appreciated it. Dr. Tew's wqrk-
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shop is going to happen. It will be on Februahjint
Auburn. More details will be coming out later but star
making plans now to attend. We had 400 people ther
last year. As usual, | will be soliciting desserts.
Please thank all of the vendors. They helped t
to have the great door prizes that we were able to gi\
away this year. Bonnie Funderburg, Secretary/

Treasure™

Minutes of the 2011 Annual

Business Meeting

The 2011 Business Meeting of the Alabama
Beekeepers' Association was called to order by Philli
Garrison. The minutes were read by Bonnie Funder-
burg. Raymond Cook made a motion to approve the
minutes as read and Jeff Lee seconded. Approved.

Bonnie Funderburg then gave a treasurers re

port. At that time we had $9,625.11 with a few bills derburgi Secretary/Treasurer, Barry BarikBirec-
left to pay on the annual meeting. We also had tor, Bill Hewetti Director. There were no additiona
$10,000.00 in CD's. Raymond Cook made a motiomtoninations from the floor. All officers and directols
approve the treasurer's report and Jeff Lee secondectre elected by acclamation.
Approved. Raymond Cook made a motion to adjourn.
A financial report was made by Bill Evans. Danny Staples seconded. Meeting was adjourned| Re-
Bill said the books were in good order. Raymond spectfully submitted, Bonnie Funderburg, Secretany/
Cook made a motion to approve Bill Evans' report afnreasurer%
Tommy McPherson seconded. Approved.
In the matter of Old Business, Jeff Lee gaveMlinutes of Board Meeting
report on the status of the 501(c)(3). He said that thg)ctober 8, 2011

matter is still in progress. . ,
In the matter of New Business: Hobson Hite President Phillip Garrison called the meeting

the chairman of the nominating committee gave a ri& order: Those present were Phillip Garrison, Damion
port on the recommendations of the committee. Th¥¥allace, Bonnie Funderburg, Mike Stoops, Jeff Lge,
candidates were as follows: Phillip GarrisoRresi- David Ellis, David Kelton, and Barry Banks.

dent, Damon Wallack Vice President, Bonnie Fun- Secretary/Treasurer Bonnie Funderburg rer
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minutes of previous meeting. Mike Stoops made mget a 75% positive response from the local associg-

tion to accept, Jeff Lee seconded. Approved. tions by January 15, 2012, we will not go forward
Jeff Lee stated that the 501(c)(3) is a work iwith this. Matter tabled at this time.
progress. The board discussed]| pr ¢

Mike Stoops gave a report on the Honey  for Vendors and taking meals to them, so they do pot
Queen. After much discussion it was decided that thesve to leave their sales area for lunch unless the
had to start at the local level. Phillip suggested thatwant to do so. We would not do this for the banquét.
not go forward with this until the board has read all The vendors would come to the dining hall for the
the material Mike provided. Mike Stoops was askedénquet.
send a letter to th&tingerto inform the membership Damon Wallace moved that we approve any
at large. Also Mike Stoops was asked to send a letterasonable and ordinary expenses foiStiegetr
to the president of each local association to see if tbereéd Ellis seconded. Approved.
is any interest, since this is to start at the local level. It  David Ellis made a motion that we pay any
was generally decided by the board that if we do nABA meeting expenses. Damon Wallace secondefl.

Approved. our entertainment for next year.
David Kelton reported that thirtgix members Barry Banks made a motion to adjourn. Dayid
had taken the Apprentice Level exam, and all had

passed. Ellis seconded. Approvecf#

Jeff Lee made a motion to pay all expenses
the Master Beekeeper's Program. Barry Banks se(
onded. Approved.

Damon Wallace said we had received man
favorable responses on the meeting.

The board discussed having the Master Be
keeping Program start one day earlier than the an
meeting next year so the participants can attend
of the regular meeting programs.

The board announced that the 2012 annual
meeting would be held on October 11, 12 and 13.
was announced that Shane Atkins can come agai

Hugh Feagle is 2011 Alabama

Beekeeper of the Year

Immediate past president David Ellis pre-
sented the 2011 Alabama Beekeeper of the Year | ———
Award to Hugh Feagle of Leeds, Alabama. North | Hugh Feagle (left), recipient of Alabama Beekeeper ¢
Alabama bee inspector John Mynard calls Hugh the Year and David Ellis
Feagleh The best beelkeeper i n Al abama

Feagle began his beekeeping career while Jyres and workshops for new beekeepers, and, mpst

tending college and paid his way as a commercial importantly, providing the best nucs. With proper at-

beekeeper. After retiring as an engineer, Feagle rgentiono ne o f Hugh Feagleds n

turned to beekeeping. He is very active with the JePHPer of honey in its first seaso!m
ferson County Beekeepers Association providing lec- If you have the opportunity to meet and tall

L)
% :\
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with Hugh Feagle, try to listen intently. Likely, you David Kelton, Thomas Knighton, Larry McEndarfe
will not be able to retain all that he will teach you ind&ne McKissack, Mark McKissack, Loyd Mehaffey,

_ < Wil Montgomery, Susan Nelson, David Peden, La
few minutes. rence Pelotto, Margie Robertson, Justin Saurder,
Alabama Master Beekeeper Program Robert Shoemaker, Donald Short, Cindi Stehr, Da

These are the beekeepers that passed the Ap=
prentice level at the Annual Meetinghis is the first lations! .
class of the Master Beekeeper Prografirsafor the The requirements and study guide the Jour,
AlabamaBeekeepers Association. Allyson Andrews’€yman Beekeeper class will be listed by January

George Baldwin, Jim Barry, Stoney Beavers, Dee LWi” be aclcepting registrationshfor a Beginner Bee
Boylan, Robert Burns, Steve Burns, Gary Condray Ke€PIng Class to be taught at the Carnes Recreati
Dave Curran, Robert Duke, David Ellis, Keith Center, 101 Case Ave. Attalla Al. 35954, (Etowah

Fletcher, C.W. Flint, Lonnie Funderburg, Robert G p_rrounding Counties)Classes will start Mon- .
rison, Fred Harrison, Rosyln Horton, Shiela Jones, 9&yJanuary 16, 2012 throug#arch Sth. Time will

/-

non

allace, Gerry Whitaker, Donna Williams. Congratu-

1st.

ol
and

be from 6PM until 8PM.The cost will be$85.00 per drkswire@hotmail.com Or call me at 25623
student. Add $15.00 for each additional family mem; : L
ber. Books and study guides will be provided that vﬂm' David Kelton Chairmay?

be useful even after the class. There will be refreshl- wWo Member s & Pas S
ments and drinks at each class.
There will be several door prizes giveheach Jesse Ethan Duncan , March 4, 19%ep-

class At the first two classes last year, we gave awi§mber 6, 2011. Mr. Jesse was born into a family yho

$1,500 to $1,800 in door prizes, e.g. beeks, hives,Nas been keeping bees since the late 1800's.

supers, veils with hard hat, smokers and hive foolsJesse himself started his own hives in 1950 at a very

Edi t or:bhave Beert called many namest ~ YOung age.He was a charter member of the Central

this is the first time beekeepers have been referred¥gbama Beekeepers Association and a wonderf

as fiHi waVe wibooversall areas needed for2eekeeper who loved to share his knowledge of bee-

beginning beekeepéo learn how to maintain their K€eping with new beekeepersle will be missed

the students will havepen hive inspection. You can@t CABA. Mr. Jesse is beekeeping in heavétere
e-mail me to get on the list at is a video that was taken only five days before he

passed.http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=KeHiMxsY4Rk BLESSINGS! Allyson Andrews

* Commissioner McMillan Officially

Bob Trammell, 63, passed away on Septemke :
15, 2011. Bob always loved nature and animals. He Beekeeper by Wil Montgomery

learned this love from his dad. He raised bees as a On Monday, September 26th, there was an

child and got interested again later as an adult. Hénformal gathering of officials and beekeepers at Nioc-

was doing fine until wax moths came in and he calledula Falls near Gadsden. Most notable attendegs

Wil Montgomery. Wil began helping him with his were Alabama Agriculture and Industries Commisf

hives and continued to do so the remainder of Bob§oner John McMillanGadsden Mayor Sherman GuyA
life continuing to take care of them completely duripo(_:;1

Bob's illness. He continues to take care of them for

Bob's wife. Bob had catfish ponds and was a flig o ‘ )
instructor for years. He always appreciated Wil's h&f9ny, Commissioner McMillan became a registerg

,Alabama State Apiarist Dennis Barclift, and logal
h eekeeper Wil Montgomery. In an impromptu cerg-


mailto:drkswire@hotmail.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KeHiMxsY4Rk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KeHiMxsY4Rk
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beekeeper and member of the Alabama B o P

keepers Association. Wil Montgomery, pa
president of the Etowah County Beekeepdqs
Association, presented Commissioner
McMillan with his own beehiveWi | 6 s
Ann Montgomery, presented the Commis
sioner with a beeswax candle. Bonnie Fu
derburg presented the Commissioner wit
bar of homemade ho
AN ALABAMA BEEKEEP
sticker. Dennis Barclift presented the Co _ -
missioner with an engraved hivetool comi : B
ments of the Alabama Beekeepers Assoc| Commissioner John McMillan (left) and Wil Montgomery

tion. Review http://etowahcounty.myfoxal.com/newslit giving it adequate thought, | accepted Chairmg
news/9654Elabamabeekeepermeetnoccalula Damon Wall aceds invita
- frame assembly at the annual meeting. Then | sig
falls for more photos" . up for David Keltonds
Letter from the Editor bama Master Beekeeper Program. Between thesg

Notice the new photo of the Secretary/ activities, | pretty much missed the annual meetin

Treasurer. She attended the 2010 annual meetingfralme
mostly sitting in a wheelchair. At the 2011 annual
meeting, she worked the registration desk most all
time. | am so thankful that she felt like going to the
annualmeeting t 6s a miracl e
There are several views on the annual meefi‘ggch on faster than othe@sh a t 6 s art
in this issue of the newsletter. My own comments AE o need no assistance: some need vepr (.:areft
slanted more toward the frame assembly workshop : y

. . Sistance.
and the Apprentice Level lectures and exams. With- | have only good things to say about the Al

assembly workshops. One patrticipant atten

t ige while another participant attended three timg
course, | counted them at each session. This ig

enjoyable presentation for me because | can see

There were twentgix participants in the four

new beekeeper catches on to a technique. Some

p two
J.

ded

S,
an

wvhen

of
Il as-

i_

bama Master Beekeeper Program. David Kelton put Please pardon my redundancy on this matter.

together an excellent program, almostasifhehadSomeone from each | oca
done it before. The lectures were informative and mieb listing on page 9. Do | have everything correc

Appr

| as

t? |

pared us for the exams. The writtenexamwasin don 6t know i f.Theselstingsochadge t

depth. The practical exams covemaryitem of almost with every issue of the newsletter. Please
equipment that one might find in a hive and all the me keep the club listings up to date.

usual activities associated with opening a hive. Those = The Sunday after the annual meeting, Bon
thirty-six beekeepers who attained the Apprentice and | were at our favorite honey selling activity,

Level earned their distinction. David Kelton and hisHomestead Hollow, at Springville, Alabama. Bonnie

committee have their work cut out to prepare for theells me that it was our best weekend ever. Maybe
next level for these thirtgix beekeepers. | am look- should miss Friday and Saturday again. On the lig
ing forward to 2012. All thirtysix had better advanceside a customer askedme won o6t s ay
tothenextlevelYou donét want tbhd omeanmd it sa, ramAgrionshere fells a
prentice Beekeeper. AWhy is the honey in t

€
nelp
nie
we
hter
t he
ry
he o
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honey in the pint ja® Mo me pl toasidérédy industry/labelinginformation/ for details of the label
brief discussion of the refractive index of honey andequirements. | am proud of my honeydntmy cus-
the relative distance that sunlight travels through atomers to know who packed my honey and how to
guart vs. a pint. AlImost instantly...l really was not contact me for more honey. For example, several
thinking...l answeredhel Tr ue honey yearsagma j& of enwhorey ended up with a lady
prefer the richer, more robust flavor of the darker in Fultondale. She did not buy my honey; a friend
honey, and they usually buy more honey than the rgeose her the jar. She liked my honey enough to c3
phytes Sa we put their honey in quart jass S h, e théphdne number on the label and ask how she ¢
bought two quarts. get more. She has ordered a case of quarts about

of the label requirements for your honey, and the See you all in February. Lonnie W. Funder-
honey angel that Lucy Blount gave Bonnie at the an- . e

nual meeting0.J.Bl ount 6s | abel %ubg,pAéagapm%Ap%r%n%% EFengeé)er/Edltu.

and professional. Go to http://www.honey.com/nhb/

Dut

Adventures of Gil and Ronnie lid off their hive. Gil is the technician; Ronnie is the
The further misadventures of Gil and Ronnie mule. While Gil was placing fume boards, Ronnie
Episode 13Coming from Gallberry... hitched his truck to the trailer, moved all surplus s

The story you are about to read is true. TheP€S™ 2 few full but most empty- into the truck,

names have been changed to conceal the identity §f'd Strapped down thirteen colonies. Ronnie barely
had the strength to drive the ten miles to the neargst

these two simpletons.

Friday, June ', it was hot in LA (lower Ala- COnvenience store for Gatorade.

puld
every
Something at the honey contest reminded mather year since then. | will deliver a case of quart$

D.

bama). The air was hanging heavy with hardly a . Gil sqid fiwe got to start br
breeze. Gil and Ronnie were pulling their pathetic chesto Ronnie consumed a quart of Gatorade befgre
gallberry honey crop and bringing the bees back td'€ Nad driven another ten miles. o
north Alabama. Ronnie had almost given out in the The t[l‘lp north was uneventful Wh_'Ch is wha
heat. This time Gil remembered to use the fume YOU Want with a load of bees. Then Gil just had to
boardsbeforescreening the hive entrances. It was 480k ha“?' in his reaview mirror.i The 1 ast hi
hot that the bees were overjoyed when Gil pulled tff |€ft side moved i ) _ _
Alt doesndt | oqdk -rle ke i
sponded Ronnie. nes. Chief Barnes is a seasoned veteran, mid fiftigs,
AYeipmovedd Gi |l said wi @3 hafevthanp ypehanging; r@]ﬁﬁonse”se expras-
~ . sion and a crlip black uniform. Chief Barnes mipd
AOK ind a safe pl acepehiPnhishd)thinkingiV ©1 12 DG ob&dlilly ¢
check ito some bee hivestodady The t wo babpons
The next opportunity to pull over is in down-Stay in his cruiser. o ,
AWhat 6 s ®0hd ntqrud utelse|t he

town metropolitan Rockport, Alabama. These two
baboons have stopped with a load of bees in a Cityronnie. Gil is unusually quiet.

AWebre |just ¢ heoc kainnsgw eortL

Neither of them has the sense to leave the motorrun- fiWher e6r € y®hui &fr oBrarf nes
ning. The vibration has an hypnotic effect on the A l i ve 1 nand/&illivesih G oV e
bees. With the motor turned off, the little darlings Douglasd Gi | st i | | has not sp
come out to investigate. Maybe the Chief will stay in the safety of his
~Intwo tenths of a second, a police cruiser rdguiser. With unseen movement, the Chief is out gf
terializes beside the trailer. This is not Car 54; th'sh'i§ cruiser and standing right beside the trailer. He

NUumero Una This is the Chief of Police, Mike Bar-
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could have touched the hive
Gil thought had moved.

NRnThere are bees com
ing out through that hole in
the corner of thisbgg -0 b
serves the Chief.

Ronnie quickly re-
trieves a roll of duct tape
from his toolbox and begins
tearing off strips for Gil to
cover this errant egress.

i Duc tnevea p e
leave home without ib

Ronnie says, trying to make

light of all the bees coming

out through the hole. This

box was one of those hives

obtained in the estate sale. Gil is wondering if that ing to get back inside T hi s ;uha €hieh f
was such a great deal, after all, now that they are b&eemed skeptical.

ing checked by the Chief of Police. Ronnie hoped the A K.Arewegoodtoged Ro nnite-
Chief would not walk around to the other side of theng not to sound like he was begging.

trailer. The Chief barely nodded. Gil and Ronnie p

The Chief walked around to the other side oteeded on to their secret sourwood source withouf

thetraileri Ther eds a bunch o btoppirgagainnon t he outsi de ¢
this boxo Al still donét t hion
Ronnie explainedi Those bees wer@él onhattedebinitely
outside when we screened the entrance. They are try-

act

ask

O-

) f

MO V ¢

Membership 440 Members as of August 25, 20{¢ ...ToBe ContinuedSt ay tuned f
Report: + 71 New members helps hubbyRonnie move the traileb

511 Members as of October 21, 2¢11

Webmaste® Bob Fanning, kdvb@knology.net
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351796871 2716

Vice-President Damon Wallace2003 Highpoint Drive, Opelika,Director - 2012Bill Miller, 2991 Eddins Rd. Dothan, AL

AL 36801-2005 363017478

Sect/Treas Bonnie Funderburg, 1260 Easley Bridge Rd, Oneomigector - 2013Mike Stoops, PO Box 35, Excel, AL 36439
AL 35121-4110 0035



