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Letter from the President: 
First, I would like to thank Damon Wallace for 

the best annual meeting I believe the Alabama Bee-

keepers Association has ever had. Damon put together 

a wonderful program with outstanding speakers. David 

Kelton, Chairman of the Alabama Master Beekeeper 

Program, got that program off to an excellent start. 

There were a few, small growing pains with new pro-

grams, new vendor locations, and some confusion on 

room numbers and buildings. These are the challenges 

of our growing organization. 

All the cooks did a fantastic job again this year. 

I cannot thank the ladies and men enough that helped 

in the kitchen to prepare all those delicious meals. If I 

started naming names, I would omit someone; I donôt 

want to do that. So, thanks to you all. You did very 
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well. My steak was perfect. 

Also, thanks to the officers and directors for 

helping with whatever task you were asked to do. I 

thought the entertainment was first rate. 

And a special thanks to three hundred Ala-

bama Beekeeper Association members who came to 

Montgomery to make this annual meeting happen. 

It always boosts my enthusiasm to see all the 

vendors and to know the amount of bee supplies they 

brought. Your savings on shipping could easily be 

more than the registration fee. 

Most importantly, thank you for entrusting me 

with the presidency for another year. I look forward to 

another year of growth and fun activities. 

Hope to see all of you at Dr. Tewôs Spring 

Beekeeping Symposium at Auburn on February 4th, 

2012. Look for details in the December Stinger and on 

our website.  Phillip Garrison, President   

Letter from the Vice -President   
Fellow and Fellowette Beekeepers 

It is a pleasure to report to you that I am glad 

our Annual Meeting in Montgomery is now in the 

books.  I had a lot of fun pulling it together, talked 
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with a great many beekeepers on their ideas and sug-

gestions, presenters, vendors and the folks at Taylor 

Road Baptist Church to get the program together, but 

Iôm glad itôs over.  I truly hope that those who at-

tended thought it was worth their while and that they 

learned something from being there. 

Dr.s Jim Tew and Clarence Collison, as well 

as Kim Flottum, all gave interesting, timely and infor-

mative lectures.  To all of the workshop presenters ï 

too many to mention in this note, I wish to personally 

thank you for your willingness and professionalism in 

your workshop or class. 

The Kitchen Staff cannot be thanked enough.  

All that food, for that many beekeepers (over 300, 

Iôve been told) served in a very timely, friendly and 

delicious manner. 

The Honey Show was another big hit this year, 

with lots of excellent entries.  Thanks to Lynne Kelton 

for being the judge this year. 

A lot of detailed work went into the Registra-

tion for this yearôs program.  A special thanks to Bon-

nie Funderburg and her team for a job well done. 

To all the attendees, a special thank you.  Are 

you aware that the Church Set-up Crew had the facili-

ties ready for Sunday Morning services by 5:30 PM 

Saturday afternoon?  We didnôt leave until after 4:00.  

There was no evidence that weôd even been there!  

The respect that all of you showed for the facilities is 

to be recognized and commended. 

Another special Thank You to David Kelton 

for launching the Alabama Master Beekeeper program 

this year.  Excellent presentations and workshops 

were given, and there was an impressive number of 

participants in the inaugural session. 

Work has already begun on the 2012 program.  

If you have suggestions or recommendations or im-

provements to offer, please let me know.  While each 

idea may or may not be implemented, I assure you 

that each will be evaluated and considered.   Please, 

let me hear from you. 

See you in February at the Auburn Bee Sym-

posium! I remain humbled that you have asked me to 

do the program again next year. Damon Wallace, Vice

-President/Program Chairman.  

Letter from the Secretary/

Treasurer  
Folks, 

The ABA convention was wonderful. It was so 

good to see everybody and to see so many people 

helping to make it a good convention. It is hard to 

plan the food for this many people and get it exactly 

right. We use our registrations and add to it a guess as 

to how many are going to register at the door and add 

to that the number of extra meals that have been paid 

for. We sometimes have food left over because a few 

do not show up or some others leave early. This year 

Ricky and Carolyn Grace took our leftover food to the 

Eldridge Children's home in Eldridge, Alabama. We 

received the following note from them: 

ñDear Friends, 

Thank you so much for all the items of food 

you donated to the Home recently. We are so thankful 

that you thought of us in this way. We really appreci-

ate your thoughtfulness. God Bless, Staff and Chil-

dren.ò 

We are glad that the food was not wasted and 

went to someone who appreciated it. Dr. Tew's work-

Damon Wallace, Vice-President, Program Chairman 
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shop is going to happen. It will be on February 4th in 

Auburn. More details will be coming out later but start 

making plans now to attend. We had 400 people there 

last year. As usual, I will be soliciting desserts. 

Please thank all of the vendors. They helped us 

to have the great door prizes that we were able to give 

away this year. Bonnie Funderburg, Secretary/

Treasurer  

Minutes of  the 2011 Annual  

Business Meeting  

The 2011 Business Meeting of the Alabama 

Beekeepers' Association was called to order by Phillip 

Garrison. The minutes were read by Bonnie Funder-

burg. Raymond Cook made a motion to approve the 

minutes as read and Jeff Lee seconded. Approved. 

Bonnie Funderburg then gave a treasurers re-

port. At that time we had $9,625.11 with a few bills 

left to pay on the annual meeting. We also had 

$10,000.00 in CD's. Raymond Cook made a motion to 

approve the treasurer's report and Jeff Lee seconded. 

Approved. 

A financial report was made by Bill Evans. 

Bill said the books were in good order. Raymond 

Cook made a motion to approve Bill Evans' report and 

Tommy McPherson seconded. Approved. 

In the matter of Old Business, Jeff Lee gave a 

report on the status of the 501(c)(3). He said that the 

matter is still in progress. 

In the matter of New Business: Hobson Hite ï 

the chairman of the nominating committee gave a re-

port on the recommendations of the committee. Their 

candidates were as follows: Phillip Garrison ï Presi-

dent, Damon Wallace ï Vice President, Bonnie Fun-

derburg ï Secretary/Treasurer, Barry Banks ï Direc-

tor, Bill Hewett ï Director. There were no additional 

nominations from the floor. All officers and directors 

were elected by acclamation. 

Raymond Cook made a motion to adjourn. 

Danny Staples seconded. Meeting was adjourned. Re-

spectfully submitted, Bonnie Funderburg, Secretary/

Treasurer  

Minutes of  Board Meeting  

 October 8, 2011  
 President Phillip Garrison called the meeting 

to order: Those present were Phillip Garrison, Damon 

Wallace, Bonnie Funderburg, Mike Stoops, Jeff Lee, 

David Ellis, David Kelton, and Barry Banks. 

Secretary/Treasurer Bonnie Funderburg read 
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minutes of previous meeting. Mike Stoops made mo-

tion to accept, Jeff Lee seconded. Approved. 

Jeff Lee stated that the 501(c)(3) is a work in 

progress. 

Mike Stoops gave a report on the Honey 

Queen. After much discussion it was decided that this 

had to start at the local level. Phillip suggested that we 

not go forward with this until the board has read all 

the material Mike provided. Mike Stoops was asked to 

send a letter to the Stinger to inform the membership 

at large. Also Mike Stoops was asked to send a letter 

to the president of each local association to see if there 

is any interest, since this is to start at the local level. It 

was generally decided by the board that if we do not 

get a 75% positive response from the local associa-

tions by January 15, 2012, we will not go forward 

with this. Matter tabled at this time. 

The board discussed preparing ñTo Go Platesò 

for Vendors and taking meals to them, so they do not 

have to leave their sales area for lunch unless they 

want to do so. We would not do this for the banquet. 

The vendors would come to the dining hall for the 

banquet. 

Damon Wallace moved that we approve any 

reasonable and ordinary expenses for the Stinger. 

David Ellis seconded. Approved. 

David Ellis made a motion that we pay any 

ABA meeting expenses. Damon Wallace seconded. 

Approved. 

David Kelton reported that thirty-six members 

had taken the Apprentice Level exam, and all had 

passed. 

Jeff Lee made a motion to pay all expenses of 

the Master Beekeeper's Program. Barry Banks sec-

onded. Approved. 

Damon Wallace said we had received many 

favorable responses on the meeting. 

The board discussed having the Master Bee-

keeping Program start one day earlier than the annual 

meeting next year so the participants can attend more 

of the regular meeting programs. 

The board announced that the 2012 annual 

meeting would be held on October 11, 12 and 13. It 

was announced that Shane Atkins can come again as 

our entertainment for next year. 

Barry Banks made a motion to adjourn. David 

Ellis seconded. Approved.  

 

Hugh Feagle is 2011 Alabama 

Beekeeper of  the Year    
 Immediate past president David Ellis pre-

sented the 2011 Alabama Beekeeper of the Year  

Award to Hugh Feagle of Leeds, Alabama. North  

Alabama bee inspector John Mynard calls Hugh 

Feagle, ñThe best beekeeper in Alabama.ò  

 Feagle began his beekeeping career while at-

tending college and paid his way as a commercial 

beekeeper. After retiring as an engineer, Feagle re-

turned to beekeeping. He is very active with the Jef-

ferson County Beekeepers Association providing lec-

tures and workshops for new beekeepers, and, most 

importantly, providing the best nucs. With proper at-

tention, one of Hugh Feagleôs nucs will set a surplus 

super of honey in its first season.  

 If you have the opportunity to meet and talk 

Hugh Feagle (left),  recipient of Alabama Beekeeper of 
the Year and David Ellis 
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with Hugh Feagle, try to listen intently. Likely, you 

will not be able to retain all that he will teach you in a 

few minutes.  

Alabama Master Beekeeper Program   
These are the beekeepers that passed the Ap-

prentice level at the Annual Meeting.  This is the first 

class of the Master Beekeeper Program, a first for the 

Alabama Beekeepers Association. Allyson Andrews, 

George Baldwin, Jim Barry, Stoney Beavers, Dee 

Boylan, Robert Burns, Steve Burns, Gary Condray, 

Dave Curran, Robert Duke, David Ellis, Keith 

Fletcher, C.W. Flint, Lonnie Funderburg,  Robert Gar-

rison, Fred Harrison, Rosyln Horton, Shiela Jones, 

David Kelton, Thomas Knighton, Larry McEndarfer, 

Jane McKissack, Mark McKissack, Loyd Mehaffey, 

Wil Montgomery, Susan Nelson, David Peden, Law-

rence Pelotto, Margie Robertson, Justin Saurder, 

Robert Shoemaker, Donald Short, Cindi Stehr, Damon 

Wallace, Gerry Whitaker, Donna Williams. Congratu-

lations! 

  The requirements and study guide for the Jour-

neyman Beekeeper class will be listed by January 1st. 

I will be accepting registrations for a Beginner Bee-

keeping Class to be taught at the Carnes Recreation 

Center, 101 Case Ave. Attalla Al. 35954, (Etowah and 

surrounding Counties).  Classes will start Mon-

day January 16, 2012 through March 5th. Time will 

be from 6PM until 8PM.  The cost will be $85.00 per 

student.  Add $15.00 for each additional family mem-

ber. Books and study guides will be provided that will 

be useful even after the class. There will be refresh-

ments and drinks at each class.   

  There will be several door prizes given at each 

class. At the first two classes last year, we gave away 

$1,500 to $1,800 in door prizes, e.g. bee books, hives, 

supers, veils with hard hat, smokers and hive fools. 

Editorôs Note: I have been called many names; but 

this is the first time beekeepers have been referred to 

as ñHive Fools.ò We will cover all areas needed for a 

beginning beekeeper to learn how to maintain their 

own hives.  On the first nice Saturday in March 

the students will have open hive inspection. You can 

e-mail me to get on the list at 

drkswire@hotmail.com .  Or call me at 256-523-

4767. David Kelton Chairman  

Two Membersõ Passing 
Jesse Ethan Duncan , March 4, 1939-- Sep-

tember 6, 2011. Mr. Jesse was born into a family who 

has been keeping bees since the late 1800's.  Mr. 

Jesse himself started his own hives in 1950 at a very 

young age.  He was a charter member of the Central 

Alabama Beekeepers Association and a wonderful 

beekeeper who loved to share his knowledge of bee-

keeping with new beekeepers.  He will be missed 

very much in our state and more than words can say 

at CABA.    Mr. Jesse is beekeeping in heaven.  Here 

is a video that was taken only five days before he 

passed.  http://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=KeHiMxsY4Rk  BLESSINGS! Allyson Andrews

 
 Bob Trammell, 63, passed away on September 

15, 2011. Bob always loved nature and animals.  He 

learned this love from his dad.  He raised bees as a 

child and got interested again later as an adult.  He 

was doing fine until wax moths came in and he called 

Wil Montgomery.  Wil began helping him with his 

hives and continued to do so the remainder of Bob's 

life continuing to take care of them completely during 

Bob's illness.  He continues to take care of them for 

Bob's wife.  Bob had catfish ponds and was a flight 

instructor for years. He always appreciated Wil's help.  

 

Commissioner McMillan Officially 

a Beekeeper by Wil Montgomery  
 On Monday, September 26th, there was an 

informal gathering of officials and beekeepers at Noc-

calula Falls near Gadsden. Most notable attendees 

were Alabama Agriculture and Industries Commis-

sioner John McMillan, Gadsden Mayor Sherman Guy-

ton, Alabama State Apiarist Dennis Barclift, and local 

beekeeper Wil Montgomery. In an impromptu cere-

mony, Commissioner McMillan became a registered 

mailto:drkswire@hotmail.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KeHiMxsY4Rk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KeHiMxsY4Rk
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beekeeper and member of the Alabama Bee-

keepers Association. Wil Montgomery, past 

president of the Etowah County Beekeepers 

Association, presented Commissioner 

McMillan with his own beehive. Wilôs wife, 

Ann Montgomery, presented the Commis-

sioner with a beeswax candle. Bonnie Fun-

derburg presented the Commissioner with a 

bar of homemade honey soap and an ñI AM 

AN ALABAMA BEEKEEPERò bumper 

sticker. Dennis Barclift presented the Com-

missioner with an engraved hivetool compli-

ments of the Alabama Beekeepers Associa-

tion. Review http://etowahcounty.myfoxal.com/news/

news/96545-alabama-beekeepers-meet-noccalula-

falls for more photos .  

 Letter from the Editor  
 Notice the new photo of the Secretary/

Treasurer. She attended the 2010 annual meeting 

mostly sitting in a wheelchair. At the 2011 annual 

meeting, she worked the registration desk most all the 

time. I am so thankful that she felt like going to the 

annual meeting. Itôs a miracle. 

 There are several views on the annual meeting 

in this issue of the newsletter. My own comments are 

slanted more toward the frame assembly workshop 

and the Apprentice Level lectures and exams. With-

out giving it adequate thought, I accepted Chairman 

Damon Wallaceôs invitation to do a workshop on 

frame assembly at the annual meeting. Then I signed 

up for David Keltonôs Apprentice Level in the Ala-

bama Master Beekeeper Program. Between these two 

activities, I pretty much missed the annual meeting. 

 There were twenty-six participants in the four 

frame assembly workshops. One participant attended 

twice while another participant attended three times. 

Of course, I counted them at each session. This is an 

enjoyable presentation for me because I can see when 

a new beekeeper catches on to a technique. Some 

catch on faster than others. Thatôs part of the fun. 

Some need no assistance; some need very careful as-

sistance. 

 I have only good things to say about the Ala-

bama Master Beekeeper Program. David Kelton put 

together an excellent program, almost as if he had 

done it before. The lectures were informative and pre-

pared us for the exams. The written exam was in-

depth. The practical exams covered every item of 

equipment that one might find in a hive and all the 

usual activities associated with opening a hive. Those 

thirty-six beekeepers who attained the Apprentice 

Level earned their distinction. David Kelton and his 

committee have their work cut out to prepare for the 

next level for these thirty-six beekeepers. I am look-

ing forward to 2012. All thirty-six had better advance 

to the next level. You donôt want to remain an Ap-

prentice Beekeeper. 

 Please pardon my redundancy on this matter. 

Someone from each local associationélook at your 

club listing on page 9. Do I have everything correct? I 

donôt know if you donôt tell me. These listings change 

almost with every issue of the newsletter. Please help 

me keep the club listings up to date. 

 The Sunday after the annual meeting, Bonnie 

and I were at our favorite honey selling activity, 

Homestead Hollow, at Springville, Alabama. Bonnie 

tells me that it was our best weekend ever. Maybe we 

should miss Friday and Saturday again. On the lighter 

side, a customer asked me, I wonôt say that she was 

blondéitôs not necessary, I am serious here folks, 

ñWhy is the honey in the quart jars darker than the 

Commissioner John McMillan (left) and Wil Montgomery 
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honey in the pint jars?ò Momentarily, I considered a 

brief discussion of the refractive index of honey and 

the relative distance that sunlight travels through a 

quart vs. a pint. Almost instantly...I really was not 

thinking...I answered her, ñTrue honey connoisseurs 

prefer the richer, more robust flavor of the darker 

honey, and they usually buy more honey than the neo-

phytes. So, we put their honey in quart jars.ò She bit, 

bought two quarts. 

 Something at the honey contest reminded me 

of the label requirements for your honey, and the 

honey angel that Lucy Blount gave Bonnie at the an-

nual meeting. O.J. Blountôs label appears complete 

and professional. Go to http://www.honey.com/nhb/

industry/labeling-information/ for details of the label 

requirements. I am proud of my honey. I want my cus-

tomers to know who packed my honey and how to 

contact me for more honey. For example, several 

years ago a jar of my honey ended up with a lady out 

in Fultondale. She did not buy my honey; a friend 

gave her the jar. She liked my honey enough to call 

the phone number on the label and ask how she could 

get more. She has ordered a case of quarts about every 

other year since then. I will deliver a case of quarts. 

 See you all in February. Lonnie W. Funder-

burg, Alabama Apprentice Beekeeper/Editor   
 

 

Adventures of  Gil and Ronnie  
The further misadventures of Gil and Ronnie -

Episode 13- Coming from Gallberry... 

 The story you are about to read is true. The 

names have been changed to conceal the identity of 

these two simpletons. 

 Friday, June 3rd, it was hot in LA (lower Ala-

bama). The air was hanging heavy with hardly a 

breeze. Gil and Ronnie were pulling their pathetic 

gallberry honey crop and bringing the bees back to 

north Alabama. Ronnie had almost given out in the 

heat. This time Gil remembered to use the fume 

boards before screening the hive entrances. It was so 

hot that the bees were overjoyed when Gil pulled the 

lid off their hive. Gil is the technician; Ronnie is the 

mule. While Gil was placing fume boards, Ronnie 

hitched his truck to the trailer, moved all surplus su-

pers --  a few full but most empty --  into the truck, 

and strapped down thirteen colonies. Ronnie barely 

had the strength to drive the ten miles to the nearest 

convenience store for Gatorade. 

 Gil said, ñWe got to start bringing an ice 

chest.ò Ronnie consumed a quart of Gatorade before 

he had driven another ten miles. 

 The trip north was uneventful which is what 

you want with a load of bees. Then Gil just had to 

look hard in his rear-view mirror. ñThe last hive on 

the left side moved.ò 

 ñIt doesnôt look like it moved to me,ò re-

sponded Ronnie. 

  ñYep, it moved,ò Gil said with determination. 

 ñOK, find a safe place to pull over and weôll 

check it.ò 

 The next opportunity to pull over is in down-

town metropolitan Rockport, Alabama. These two 

baboons have stopped with a load of bees in a city. 

Neither of them has the sense to leave the motor run-

ning. The vibration has an hypnotic effect on the 

bees. With the motor turned off, the little darlings 

come out to investigate. 

 In two tenths of a second, a police cruiser ma-
terializes beside the trailer.  This is not Car 54; this is 
Número Uno. This is the Chief of Police, Mike Bar-

nes. Chief Barnes is a seasoned veteran, mid fifties, 
gray hair, with an unchanging, no nonsense expres-
sion and a crisp black uniform. Chief Barnes did not 
begin his day thinking, ñIôll probably get to inspect 
some bee hives today.ò The two baboons hope he will 
stay in his cruiser.  
 ñWhatôs the trouble?ò inquires the Chief. 
 ñWeôre just checking our tie downs,ò answers 
Ronnie. Gil is unusually quiet. 

 ñWhereôre you from?ò Chief Barnes inquires.  

 ñI live in Walnut Grove, and Gil lives in 

Douglas.ò Gil still has not spoken. 

 Maybe the Chief will stay in the safety of his 

cruiser. With unseen movement, the Chief is out of 

his cruiser and standing right beside the trailer. He 
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could have touched the hive 

Gil  thought had moved.  

 ñThere are bees com-

ing out through that hole in 

the corner of this box,ò ob-

serves the Chief.  

 Ronnie quickly re-

trieves a roll of duct tape 

from his toolbox and begins 

tearing off strips for Gil to 

cover this errant egress.  

 ñDuct tape, never 

leave home without it,ò 

Ronnie says, trying to make 

light of all the bees coming 

out through the hole. This 

box was one of those hives 

obtained in the estate sale. Gil is wondering if that 

was such a great deal, after all, now that they are be-

ing checked by the Chief of Police. Ronnie hoped the 

Chief would not walk around to the other side of the 

trailer. 

 The Chief walked around to the other side of 

the trailer. ñThereôs a bunch of bees on the outside of 

this box.ò  

 Ronnie explained, ñThose bees were on the 

outside when we screened the entrance. They are try-

ing to get back inside.ò This was a fact; the Chief 

seemed skeptical. 

 ñO.K. Are we good to go?ò Ronnie asked, try-

ing not to sound like he was begging. 

 The Chief barely nodded. Gil and Ronnie pro-

ceeded on to their secret sourwood source without 

stopping again.  

 ñI still donôt think that last hive had moved.ò 

 ñIt had definitely moved.ò 

é...To Be Continued! Stay tuned for ñConnie 

helps hubby, Ronnie, move the trailer.ò 


