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Alabama Beekeepers Association  

Annual Meeting October 7th ñ8th, 2011 Location : Taylor Road Baptist Church,  

 1685 Taylor Rd, Montgomery, Alabama 36117  (Montgomery Exit 9 off Interstate 85)    

         Registration Form in June Stinger  

 Pre-Registration must be postmarked on or before September 24th, 2011. It is very important the we know how 

many are attending to plan for meals, programs and handouts, seating,  scheduling, etc. 

Please print names of persons attending (couples & families may register on the same form). 

  

Last Name:________________________                      __( 1 )First Name (For Name Tag):______________________  

Spouse:_____________________________                      ( 2 )First Name (For Name Tag):______________________ 

Children (under 12 free ) _______________                      ( 3 )First Name (For Name Tag):______________________ 

                                                                                                                       Total number attending = ____________ 

Street Address:____________________________________________________________________ 

City:__________________________State:_____Zip Code:__________-__________ 

County:_______________________  Phone: (          )__________________           

 E-Mail: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Would you accept the Stinger newsletter by e-mail _______YES. 

Local Association membership (if any): ___________________________________________________ 

2012 Annual Dues to Alabama Beekeepers Association             __________(number) @ $10. = $_________         

Registration, Pre-Registered, Friday & Saturday, (includes meals)_________(number) @ $45. = $__________ * 

Registration, At the Door, Friday & Saturday, (includes meals)   _________ (number) @ $50. = $__________ *      

(*Your registration includes two continental breakfasts, Friday lunch, Friday banquet and Saturday lunch) 

If you attend Friday Only, includes lunch and Banquet                 _________(number) @ $25. = $__________ 

Additional Fri. evening Banquet Only for non-participant            _________(number) @ $15. = $__________ 

If you attend Saturday Only, includes lunch                                  _________(number) @ $25. = $__________ 

Additional Saturday Lunch Only for non-participant                    _________(number) @ $10. = $__________  

If at all possible, please pay by check payable to: 

                  Alabama Beekeepers Association                                                            Total   =  _$____________ 

  

 If you have any questions regarding registration, contact Phillip Garrison, 256-734-1582 (evenings) or Bonnie 

Funderburg, funder@otelco.net . Thank you for pre-registering. Knowing the number of participants for which to plan really 

helps with name tags, programs, seating, meals, and snacks.  

 Mail this form with your check to: 

Alabama Beekeepers Association                                                             Date Received:___________ 

Bonnie Funderburg, Sect/Treas.                                                          Check No.:______________ 

1260 Easley Bridge Rd.                                                                         Receipt No.:_____________                                                      

Oneonta, AL 35121-4110                                                                    Date Posted:_____________ 
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Letter from the President:  

 There has been a lot of things happened since 

my last newsletter. Cool, wet weather, early spring, to 

a few weeks of ideal Honey production, to extreme hot 

and dry, all this in a matter of 

just a few weeks of each other. 

That brings to thought, Honey 

production, where did it start 

and where did it go. Like I said, 

a few weeks of ideal Honey 

production, but there were lots 

of tornados on April 27th that affected lots of Bee hives 

all over central to north Alabama, from turning over, 

totally destroyed to gone completely, nothing left but 

maybe blocks or pallets. As for Spring Honey Produc-

tion, I have heard from very little to good production, 

depends on where you were in the weather pattern. 
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Honey this year for me is darker than it was last year. 

I have some light Honey but itôs reverse from last 

year. Maybe summer production will be good, it 

would be nice. 

 ABA is still growing thanks to all of you that 

have conducted beginning Beekeeping classes. If you 

havenôt helped new Beekeepers before, you really 

need to; itôs so rewarding to see that excitement of the 

first Hive of Bees. 

 The picnic went well with lots of people. Fred 

Rossman and Earl King I know had a good day with 

all the orders they both had. The meal was good 

thanks to everyone bringing all the goodies and des-

serts. Special thanks to Nolan Dooley, Durwin and 

Leesha Jones for cooking hamburgers and hot dogs in 

the extreme heat. It was a very hot, dry June 11th; but 

everything went well. Bonnie said we had a lot of new 

members that joined. Like I said, ABA is still grow-

ing. 

 David Kelton and Committee presented to the 

Board and Officers the Master Beekeeping Program 

(Part #1). David said they would have Apprentice 
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Beekeeping Test ready for our Annual Meeting for the 

ones wanting to take it, pending we get the space. 

Damon is working on that, more info on that soon. 

 The Annual Meeting is only four months 

away. Iôm already excited about this meeting. Damon 

has great Speakers coming, all kinds of meeting from 

Beekeeping for Beginners to the most experienced 

and also all kinds of Crafts with our Beekeeping Prod-

ucts. We have two Hotels that will be available. Bon-

nie will have that info in her letter. Please PRE-

REGISTER for the Annual Meeting ASAP to help 

prepare for food and supplies. This year we are going 

to have FOUR Grand Door Prizes, two for each day. 

#1 door prize is a Walter T. Kelly Deluxe Beginning 

Kit valued at $324.50, #2 is a Dadant 36òCapping 

Tank valued at $524.95, #3 is a Rossman Super De-

luxe Hive w/ Accessories valued at $305.00, and #4, 

THE GRAND PRIZE, is a Maxant 9 Frame Radial 

Extractor with Motor valued at $745.00. Thatôs nearly 

$2,000.00 worth of door prizes, plus many others. 

 For the Annual Meeting expense of only 

$45.00 per person for two days, we will feed you 

lunch on Friday, a Steak dinner on Friday night, and 

the best BBQ in the Southeast on Saturday. The 

Cooks Grilling will be John Mynard, Randy Hamann, 

Grill Master Nolan Dooly, and, of course, BBQ by 

Barry and Linda Banks. The balance of the meals will 

be done by many of our wonderful Women of ABA. 

 Iôm looking forward to seeing all of you at the 

Meeting on October 7th and 8th, 2011 at Taylor Road 

Baptist Church for an enjoyable Friday and Saturday. 

Please tell the Board Members and Officers the person 

you want for Beekeeper of The Year. Letôs make the 

2011 Annual Meeting the best yet. The most impor-

tant ABA Member is you. You are the ones that make 

everything happen. Thanks to all of you. 

 Bonnie Funderburg is doing much better; but 

keep her in your Prayers.  

                    Your President, Phillip Garrison.   

Vice -President  

Damon Wallace    

 Just a short comment about the pic-
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nic.  I thought that the event was a buzzing good time, 

and I thoroughly enjoyed it.  As I promised, the rules 

for the Honey Show at our State Meeting in October 

at Taylor Road Baptist Church are included in this 

issue of the Stinger.  The Judge for the Show will be 

Lynne Kelton.  Lynne is a Certified Welsh Honey 

Judge through the University of Georgia / Young Har-

ris College Bee Institute.  She is well qualified in this 

role. 

If you have any questions about the rules or 

show protocol, please feel free to send me an email or 

cell call so we can talk.                                         

damonwallace.beeman@gmail.com or 334-524-2077. 

I hope your honey crop is good, and we'll see each 

other in Montgomery in October.  

Damon Wallace, Vice President   

 

Letter from the Secretary/

Treasurer  

I enjoyed seeing all of you who came to the 

picnic.  We had approximately 200 people there. 

While at the picnic, David Flowers paid his dues. If 

you know David Flowers ask him to call me at 205-

625-3464 or E-Mail me at funder@otelco.net. I need                                            

his address, phone number, and e-mail address. 

I am looking forward to this year's Annual 

Meeting.  We have some great speakers, great food, 

and great door prizes. The last two years, we have 

had volunteers who have brought enough desserts that 

we did not have to buy a single dessert.  We are ask-

ing if you can do it again, we would appreciate it.  It 

helps us a lot.  Food is one of the largest expenses for 

the meeting. 

Here is the hotel/motel information that Phil-

lip 

prom-

ised 

you. 

Con-

tact 

Sleep 

Inn & 

Suites 

at 334-356-5400. Address is 10151 Chantilly Park-

way, Montgomery, AL. We filled this hotel last Octo-

ber. The other is Comfort Inn & Suites at 10095 

Chantilly Parkway. Phone 334-277-4142. Either one 

you use, tell them you are with the Alabama Beekeep-

ers Association. Both hotels have quoted $69.99 per 

night for one king size bed and $79.99 for two queen 

size beds.  

I am doing much better physically. I thank all 

of you for your prayers for me.                               

Bonnie Funderburg, Secretary/Treasurer 

2011 Young Harris Beekeeping  

Institute  

 At the 2011 Young Harris Beekeeping Insti-

tute on May 12-14, at least three Alabamians were 

recognized for their accomplishments. David Kelton David and Lynne Kelton 

Adventures of Gil and Ronnie 

mailto:damonwallace.beeman@gmail.com
mailto:funder@otelco.net
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and Dr. Michael Steinkampf received their Journey-

man Beekeeper certificates. Lynne Kelton received 

her Certified Welsh Honey Judge certificate. These 

individuals deserve recognition for their efforts. Both 

of these certificates require attendance at the annual 

Young Harris Beekeeping Institute for a minimum of 

two years.  Congratulations to David and Lynne Kel-

ton and Dr. Michael Steinkampf.  

Honey Show Rules  
Editorôs Note: See our website at 

www.alabamabeekeepers.com for the official Honey 

Show Rules. These rules have been edited to fit within  

space allowed. 

All State Meeting attendees are encouraged to con-

sider participation in the Honey Show.  Ribbon 

awards will be issued to the winners in each class: 

First Place-Blue Ribbon, Second Place-Red Ribbon, 

Third Place-White Ribbon, Best of Show Medallion 

Ribbon. 

Winners must be present at Closing Convocation to 

receive the ribbons and bragging rights. 

General Rules 

Only registered Alabama Beekeepers Association 

members, in attendance at the 2011 State meeting, 

may enter. Judges and stewards are excluded from 

competition.. 

The Alabama Beekeepers Association Honey Show 

Board reserves the right to limit the number of entries 

on a first-come, first admitted bases. 

There are thirteen show classes. (1) Extracted honey 

light; (2) Extracted honey amber; (3) Extracted honey 

dark; (4) Chunk honey (comb honey in a jar with liq-

uid honey.; (5) Black Jar Honey; (6) Cut-comb (comb 

honey in a box); (7) Creamed  Honey; (8) Beeswax 

Cake (a single molded piece of two pounds or more); 

(9) Candle (poured or dipped, straight or ornamental); 

(10) Cosmetic ï Lip balm, lotions, cream, soap; (11) 

Original Bee-Related Photography; (12) Original Bee

-Related Art; (13) Beekeeping Gadget. 

 Contestant may enter in any or all classes but 

may enter only once per class.  The same jars of 

honey cannot be entered in both the black jar class 

and another extracted honey class.  

  All honey and beeswax entries must have pro-

duced by the submitter and within the last twelve 

months.  This time restriction does not apply to en-

tries in photography, art, and gadgets. 

All photography, art and gadget entries must 

be the product or work of the entrants. 

All entries for honey and candles must be sub-

mitted in triplicate: i.e., three matching jars of honey, 

three boxes of cut-comb, or three candles. 

Submit extracted in standard one-pound queen

-line jars; either plastic or glass is acceptable.  Tam-

per-proof seals are not acceptable and should be re-

moved prior to submitting your honey for judging. 

This is the type of jar for competition, not a pint or 

quart jar. 

For extracted classes of honey, the Honey 

Show Intake Official can help advise the appropriate-

ness of the honey to a particular class.  However, the 

ultimate responsibility of deciding which class to en-

ter the honey is solely that of the entrant. 

Submit chunk honey in standard one-pound 

jars with wide mouths and straight.  Insert only one 

piece of comb in jar.  Tamper-proof seals are not ac-

Drs. Michael Steinkampf and Keith Delaplane 
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ceptable and should be removed prior to submitting 

your honey for judging. 

The sole criterion in the black jar class is fla-

vor.  Your three-jar entry will be placed into black jars 

by staff.  Tamper-proof seals are not acceptable and 

should be removed prior to submitting your honey for 

judging. 

Beeswax entries must be pure beeswax.  Dyes, 

added fragrances, glitter or paints are not acceptable.  

Candle wicks and wick retainers are permitted. 

All cosmetic entries must have a card stating 

the approximate percentage of ñproducts of the hiveò 

ï honey, beeswax, propolis, pollen, royal jelly, 

venom, et al ï that the product contains. 

Do not label products in any way.  An identi-

fying code sticker will be assigned to your entry at 

registration. 

Entries may be submitted for the honey show at: 

8:00 ï 8:30 AM Friday, 07 October 2011 

12:00- 1:00 PM Friday, 07 October 2011 

8:00 - 8:30 AM Saturday, 08 October 2011 

Entries will not be accepted after 8:30 AM 

Saturday 08 October 2011, at which time the room 

will be closed so that judging may begin. 

Judging criteria are selected at the discretion 

of Judge, and the decision of Judge is final.  

 National Honey Bee  

Awareness Day  
 The National Honey Bee Awareness Day will 

be held at the Attalla City Park August 20, 2011. The 

Attalla City Park is located on Highway 77 one quar-

ter mile south of Highway 11 and approximately  one 

mile north of Interstate 59 at Exit #181(Highway 

77).  Activities will run from 9:00 AM until 5:00 PM. 

There will be honey tasting, hand soap, lotion bars, 

beekeepers and bees.  Anyone that would like to at-

tend to sell or display honey bee products is welcome 

to come.  This event will be open to the public to help 

them become aware of honey bees and their 

uses.  Anyone wanting to participate should call 

David Kelton at 256-523-4767 or e-mail at 

drkswire@hotmail.com .  David Kelton  

Farm, Home, & Wildlife Expo  
 The Chilton Research and Extension Center is 

sponsoring the annual Farm, Home, & Wildlife Expo 

to be held on Saturday, August 13, 2011. The Ala-

bama Beekeepers Association has been invited to 

make a presentation again. Activities begin at 12:00 

noon and end at 5:00 PM. In 2010, the Alabama Bee-

keepers Association had a booth with an observation 

hive, handouts, and honey tasting. There were bee-

keepers available to answer questions. If you are will-

ing and able to participate in this activity, please no-

tify Lonnie Funderburg at 205-625-3464 or fun-

der@otelco.net . With several beekeepers working the 

booth and rotating positions, no one person would 

become overworked. Most of the time you could en-

joy the many other activities. Please help us out.  

Alabama Master Beekeepers   
The first Apprentice Level certification will be 

offered at the annual meeting in October.  The class 

will be limited to the first 70 students to register.  The 

cost of the test will be $40.00 per student. The regis-

tration forms, requirements and program schedule can 

be down loaded from the Alabama Beekeeper web 

site or by calling the following Committee persons. 

The application will be provided in the next Stinger. 

David Kelton   drkswire@hotmail.com  256-523-

4767 or 256-441-2887  Chairman; Allyson An-

drews  jandrews1@elmore.rr.com  334-541-5262; 

Jimmy Carmack  purealabama-

honey@yahoo.com  205-854-8334; David Ellis  ellis-

buzz@bellsouth.net  205-647-0729; Danny Skillman 

skilld@hopper.net  205-589-2380 or  205-237-4982; 

Damon Wallace  damonwal-

mailto:drkswire@hotmail.com
mailto:drkswire@hotmail.com
mailto:jandrews1@elmore.rr.com
mailto:purealabamahoney@yahoo.com
mailto:purealabamahoney@yahoo.com
mailto:ellisbuzz@bellsouth.net
mailto:ellisbuzz@bellsouth.net
mailto:skilld@hopper.net
mailto:damonwallace.beeman@gmail.com
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lace.beeman@gmail.com  334-745-5312; Gerry 

Whitaker   beeginnings@yahoo.com  334-894-2077. 

If you have any questions call David Kelton. David 

Kelton, Chairman  

North Alabama Beekeeping 

Symposium  
 The Limestone County Beekeepers Associa-

tion is sponsoring the North Alabama Beekeeping 

Symposium to be held at Calhoun Community Col-

lege in Tanner, Alabama on Saturday, August 13, 

2011. Seating is limited. Only one hundred ninety-

three registrations will be allowed. The fee is $20 per 

person. Sign in will start at 7:30 AM with refresh-

ments. Whittôs BBQ from Athens, AL will provide 

lunch from noon until 1:30 PM. Classes run from 8:45 

AM until 3:45 PM. There will be open hive demon-

strations, weather permitting. Be sure to bring your 

veil. Additional information is available at 

www.owensbeecompany.com. The registration form 

is available at www.alabees.com. Donôt wait. Pre-

register now. Contact SmoothEvan@aol.com if you 

have any questions. Registration is open only until 

August 1, 2011.  

Classifieds:  
Mike Stoops has a limited number of 20 MM ammo 

cases that make wonderful smoker boxes. The case 

measures 13 ½ "X 17" X 7 ½ ".  There is room for a 

big smoker at one end of the box and plenty of room 

for a coffee can to hold smoker fuel, hive tools, and 

other beekeeping paraphernalia at the other 

end.  There is plenty of room to put a hive brush next 

to the coffee can without fear of melting the brush 

bristles.  The lid is air tight, will put out the smoker 

due to lack of oxygen, and will prevent smoke, em-

bers, and soot from escaping.  One of these excellent 

smoker boxes can be yours for only $25. Mike will 

have them available for pickup at the fall meeting.  I 

suggest that you e-mail mws1112004@yahoo.com to 

reserve yours today.  Supply is limited. 

 Wanted: Honey extractor, two frame baskets or lar-

ger, motorized. Randy Merijanian, 1560 Gilmer Ave, 

Montgomey, AL 36111 262-4004/391-4227.   

 Letter from the Editor  
 If anyone is keeping notes, this is the second 

issue of the Stinger for 2011 because your editor is 

incompetent and did not assemble a March/April is-

sue. Again, thanks to others for their input, the editor 

did not have much room left for his verbiage. 

 If you know a beekeeper who says that he did 

not receive his Stinger, ask him if he paid his dues. 

The Membership Report tells the story. Well over a 

hundred members have not yet paid their dues for 

2011. 

 Much thanks to George Reid for kick starting 

my spring extracting. Without his stimulation and en-

couragement I might still be waiting on the Great 

Honey Bee in the Sky to extract my honey. 

 Bonnie will not boast about the picnic; so I 

will have to boast about Bonnie. My wife finished six 

chemotherapy treatments on February 15, 2011. Her 

doctor told her it would take three months for all the 

chemicals to be flushed from her body. That brought 

her to May 15th. Bonnie worked on the annual picnic 

like she had never been sick. Bonnie has come a long 

way. There were 198 hamburgers and 120 hotdogs 

consumed. By the time I went through the line, most 

of the dishes were empty. The guy ahead of me was 

scraping the last of the baked beans. As a good friend 

of mine says frequently, "In my not so humble opin-

ion,ò it was a fantastic picnic. We escaped the pre-

dicted afternoon thunderstorm which hit me on the 

way home. Two vendors unloaded two trailer loads of 

supplies. We ate too much. We had a bunch of new 

members join. I talked to lots of beekeepers. Could 

we ask for a better time? 

 There is a glitch in every good idea. This last 

honey crop is very thick. I cannot remember honey 

this thick before. Almost water white, very sweet. But 

mailto:damonwallace.beeman@gmail.com
mailto:beeginnings@yahoo.com
http://www.owensbeecompany.com
http://www.alabees.com
mailto:SmoothEvan@aol.com
mailto:mws1112004@yahoo.com
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2010 Officers and Board of Directors 

President Phillip Garrison, 178 County Road 1327, Vinemont, AL 

35179-6871 

Vice-President Damon Wallace, 2003 Highpoint Drive, Opelika, 

AL 36801-2005  
Sect/Treas  Bonnie Funderburg, 1260 Easley Bridge Rd, Oneonta, 

AL 35121-4110 

Director - 2011 Bill Hewett, 12751 Bear Creek Rd, Duncan-

ville, AL 35456-2532 

Director - 2011 Barry Banks, 577 Blackwell Loop, Jasper, AL 

35501-7016 

 

WebmasterðBob Fanning,  k4vb@knology.net  

EditorðLonnie W. Funderburg, 1260 Easley Bridge Rd., Oneonta, 

AL 35121-4110 

Membership      501    Members as of March 27, 2011 

 Report:        +     46    New members   

                     -    135   Did not pay 2011 Dues 

                          412     Members as of June 26, 2011 

thick. I had an idea to warm the honey just a 

little. I put the supers in my garage. The ga-

rage doors face almost due west. The after-

noon sun beams into my garage and really 

heats it up. A day in the garage and this crop 

will be much easier to extract. The bees can-

not get to the supers in my garage unless 

someone leaves the garage door open. So, 

you get one guess what happened. Someone 

left the garage door open. Luckily I checked 

on the supers before the second wave of 

scouts had time to return. There were only a 

couple dozen bees in my garage when I put 

the door down. 

 Here in Blount County, if my scale 

hive is any indication, there is very little 

blooming out there. My scale hive has not 

changed weight appreciably in the last two 

weeks.  

 By the way, the powers that be are 

planning on 400 at the annual meeting. Sign 

up now and make your motel reservation. 

Lonnie W. Funderburg.  

 

 

  

Isn't this membership  fantastic. These 

numbers are one reason Damon Wallace 

could get Kim Flottum to speak at our 

annual meeting. 


