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Alabama Beekeepers Association  

Annual Meeting October 7th ñ8th, 2011 Location : Taylor Road Baptist Church,  

 1685 Taylor Rd, Montgomery, Alabama 36117  (Montgomery Exit 9 off Interstate 85)    

         Registration Form in August Stinger  

 Pre-Registration must be postmarked on or before September 24th, 2011. It is very important the we know how 

many are attending to plan for meals, programs and handouts, seating,  scheduling, etc. 

Please print names of persons attending (couples & families may register on the same form). 

  

Last Name:________________________                      __( 1 )First Name (For Name Tag):______________________  

Spouse:_____________________________                      ( 2 )First Name (For Name Tag):______________________ 

Children (under 12 free ) _______________                      ( 3 )First Name (For Name Tag):______________________ 

                                                                                                                       Total number attending = ____________ 

Street Address:____________________________________________________________________ 

City:__________________________State:_____Zip Code:__________-__________ 

County:_______________________  Phone: (          )__________________           

 E-Mail: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Would you accept the Stinger newsletter by e-mail _______YES. 

Local Association membership (if any): ___________________________________________________ 

2012 Annual Dues to Alabama Beekeepers Association             __________(number) @ $10. = $_________         

Registration, Pre-Registered, Friday & Saturday, (includes meals)_________(number) @ $45. = $__________ * 

Registration, At the Door, Friday & Saturday, (includes meals)   _________ (number) @ $50. = $__________ *      

(*Your registration includes two continental breakfasts, Friday lunch, Friday banquet and Saturday lunch) 

If you attend Friday Only, includes lunch and Banquet                 _________(number) @ $25. = $__________ 

Additional Fri. evening Banquet Only for non-participant            _________(number) @ $15. = $__________ 

If you attend Saturday Only, includes lunch                                  _________(number) @ $25. = $__________ 

Additional Saturday Lunch Only for non-participant                    _________(number) @ $10. = $__________  

If at all possible, please pay by check payable to: 

                  Alabama Beekeepers Association                                                            Total   =  _$____________ 

  

 If you have any questions regarding registration, contact Phillip Garrison, 256-734-1582 (evenings) or Bonnie 

Funderburg, funder@otelco.net . Thank you for pre-registering. Knowing the number of participants for which to plan really 

helps with name tags, programs, seating, meals, and snacks.                                 For Secretaryôs Use:         

 Mail this form with your check to:                               

Alabama Beekeepers Association                                                             Date Received:___________ 

Bonnie Funderburg, Sect/Treas.                                                          Check No.:______________ 

1260 Easley Bridge Rd.                                                                         Receipt No.:_____________                                                      

Oneonta, AL 35121-4110                                                                    Date Posted:_____________ 
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Letter from the President: 

 It's July and hot, please remember, when you're 

working with your Bees, do not get overheated; it can 

happen in a drop of a hat. Drink plenty of water to 

keep yourself hydrated. It won't be long until Golden 

Rod will be blooming, and the 

bees will get that fall honey in 

the Brood chamber for winter. 

Keep checking to make sure 

your bees are going to have 

enough Honey stores to make it 

till next spring. There is nothing 

like that sick feeling when you go out in February and 

the boxes are there but no Bees. 

 We're only two months till our Annual Meet-

ing; Damon has great speakers coming, out of state and 

Alabama. If you haven't sent in your registration, 

please register now. It helps us plan for food, supplies, 

packets etc. 

 David Kelton is already getting applications in 
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for the new Master Beekeeping Program, step #1-- the 

Apprentice level. 

 Bonnie is also getting a lot of Convention reg-

istrations in, so don't be late; go ahead and take the 

plunge. Get your registration in too. We have two ho-

tels that are giving ABA members a special rate. 

Make sure you tell them that you are an ABA mem-

ber. Sleep Inn & Suites, which we have used for the 

last two years, is located at 10151 Chantilly Parkway. 

Phone 334-356-5400.  Country Inn & Suites is located 

at 10195 Chantilly Parkway. Phone 334-277-4142. 

Both quoted a rate of $69.99 plus tax for a room with 

a king size bed and $79.99 plus tax for a room with 

two beds.  Make your reservation early and mention 

that you are with the Alabama Beekeepers Associa-

tion. 

 For families that are planning on coming, 

we're going to have the Children' Program again that 

we started last year. Bring the whole family, and have 

a fun filled Friday and Saturday, on October 7th & 8th 

at Taylor Road Baptist Church. Friday lunch will be 

Hamburgers & Hotdogs, Friday Night Banquet will be 

Ribeye Steak, Saturday Morning Breakfast furnished 

by the Central Alabama Beekeepers, and Saturday 

Lunch will be the best BBQ in the Southeast. For 
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$45.00 per person youôre going to be fed well and get 

to see and hear some of the best Speakers anywhere. 

 Remember also these great door prizes: Walter 

T. Kelly Deluxe Beginner Kit, Rossman Super Deluxe 

Kit W/Accessory Kit, Dadant 36ò Cappings Tank and 

the Grand Prize a Maxant 9 frame Radial Extractor, 

close to $2,000.00 worth of door prizes. Please make 

plans to attend. If you have questions, please call 

you're President, Phillip Garrison, home #256-734-

5963...cell 256-507-0262. 

 These are the  names of the 2011 Nominating 

Committee: Hobson Hite, Chairman ï 256-747-1660, 

cell ï 256-338-0566; Ricky Grace, home ï  205-221-

3389, cell 205-522-8621; Roslyn Horton, 334-795-

6201; Durwin Jones, 205-507-0345; Don Love, 256-

859-1389; Chuck Purcell, 251-665-9078. Please con-

tact someone on this committee with your recommen-

dations for officers and directors for next year.         

Phillip Garrison, President   

 

Vice -President  

Damon Wallace    
 Damon is working feverishly on the annual 

meeting program development and printing, packet 

contents, topics, speakers, workshops, room assign-

ments, seating, vendors, and other responsibilities he 

never heard of before he accepted this job. It will be a 

great meeting.this October.    

Letter from the Secretary/

Treasurer  

While at the picnic back in June, David 

Flowers paid his dues. If you know David Flowers, 

ask him to call me at 205-625-3464 or E-Mail me at 

funder@otelco.net. I need his address, phone num-

ber, and e-mail address. 

Please add James Sitz to your prayer list. He 

lost his wife, Barbara, in July. He is a member and 

past board member of the Alabama Beekeepers As-

sociation and a member of the Etowah County Bee-

keepers. 

 August is a busy month.  On Saturday the 

6th, we went to the Farm, Home, and Wildlife Expo 

in Chilton County.  Several beekeepers turned out to 

meet people and talk about honey bees.  It was ex-

citing watching how enthusiastic beekeepers can be 

when telling others about bees.  They also had a lot 

of very interested people.  We ate fruit all day plus 
Damon Wallace, Vice-President, Program Chairman 

mailto:funder@otelco.net
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the people there fed all of the volunteers.  They had a 

dessert tasting building also.   It was all good. 

 Two weeks ago when I wrote my secretary 

letter, I thought the Stinger was going out then.  (I was 

wrong.) Editorôs Note: ñThe editor is an idiot,ò she 

said politely. I just wanted to tell you a little about the 

two events I mentioned in my letter.   

  On August 13, we went to the first ever, North 

Alabama Beekeeping Symposium organized by 

Lionel Evans and sponsored by the Limestone County 

Beekeeping club.  I cannot use the word "great" to de-

scribe the event because Lonnie says I overuse that 

word.  There were over 200 people there.  Dr. Tew 

was there along with Jerry Hayes.  Both of these peo-

ple help to make a meeting.  They are both very inter-

esting speakers.  There were also a lot of Alabama 

beekeepers doing workshops and also one from Ten-

nessee.  Every class I went to was very informative 

and a lot of fun.  They had plenty of food and soft 

drinks for everyone.  We started the day with every 

kind of donut imaginable, and for lunch we had BBQ, 

Baked Beans, and Cole Slaw from a local restau-

rant.   The facilities at Calhoun Community College 

were very nice.  They were allowed by the college to 

use them free of charge.  You can't beat that 

price.    All in all, it was a very good day. 

  Then on August 20, we traveled over to Eto-

wah County, to the Attalla City Park, where they 

were celebrating National Honeybee Awareness 

Day.  I took Alabama Beekeeper Shirts, T-Shirts, 

Hats and Decals to sell, and I sold $271.00 of mer-

chandise.  There were several beekeepers selling 

honey, and some had lip balms and soaps.  Beekeep-

ers all around were telling others about their hobby 

and everyone was enjoying the day.  The Etowah 

County Beekeepers had their annual picnic in con-

junction with this activity, and everyone brought 

dishes of food.  It was a very good meal.   What is 

needed for next year is for more of you to be in-

volved. Bring your beeswax products and honey to 

sell and bring a dish and join in on the picnic.    As 

always, whenever beekeepers get together there is 

much fellowshipping.  They love to talk to each other 

and get ideas and give their ideas to others.   

  I wanted to remind the people who are signing 

up to take the exam for Apprentice Level in Ala-

bama's Master Beekeeper Program to also sign up for 

the annual meeting. 

 I can't wait for October.  Right now I have 26 

reservations.  That means if we are going to have 400 

in attendance we need to hear from 374 more of you 

soon. If you have not been to one of our meetings, 

you are in for treat.  Two full days of talking with 

other beekeepers from all over the state and a few 

from other states.  If nothing else that would make the 

trip worthwhile.  We are having presentations from 

some great speakers. Kim Flottum is the editor of Bee 

Culture Magazine. Dr. Clarence Collison, Professor ABA at National Honey Bee Awareness Day in Attalla 

Lionel Evans 
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Emeritus, is recently retired from Mississippi State 

University.  Dr. Jim Tew and Sherry Ferrell of Ohio 

State University will be there. We have several bee-

keepers in the state that are doing some classes and 

workshops on a variety of topics.  There is even a 

childrenôs program; so bring your children with 

you.  We have great food, and it is all included in the 

two-day price of $45.00.  Another great feature of our 

meeting is the vendors.  Right now, we know that The 

Walter T. Kelley Co. and Rossman Apiaries will be 

there, and there are probably going to be others.  You 

can order supplies that you need from these people, 

and they will deliver at the meeting with no shipping 

charges.  That is a fantastic savings.  This year we are 

going to have some unbelievable door prizes.  You do 

not want to miss this event. 

 Don't forget to bring a dessert with you when 

you come to the meeting.    We are out there having 

fun.  Come and join us. Bonnie Funderburg, 

Secretary/Treasurer  

 

Farm, Home, & Wildlife Expo  
 The Alabama Beekeepers Association partici-

pated for the second time in Chilton Research and 

Extensionôs Farm, Home, & Wildlife Expo on Satur-

day, August 6th. Attending beekeepers included Don-

ald and Connie Short, Ellis Tatum, James Wagner, 

Jesse Duncan, Bill Evans, George Reid, Bonnie Fun-

derburg, Claude Hartley, and Randy Glenn. The Expo 

ran from noon until 5:00 PM. It was a beautiful day 

except for the typical summer afternoon thunder-

storm. There were at least seven of us under the E-Z-

Up when the rain began. Before the wind subsided, 

four of us were holding the roof to keep it from blow-

ing away. Many of the weak left during the torrent. 

For those who remained, the wind quit, the rain 

stopped, the sun came out, and almost everything 

dried out. Welcome to the great outdoors. 

Alabama Master Beekeepers   
The first Apprentice Level certification will be 

offered at the annual meeting in October.  The class 

will be limited to the first 70 students to register.  The 

cost of the test will be $40.00 per student. The regis-

tration forms, requirements and program schedule can 

be down loaded from the Alabama Beekeeper web 

site or by calling the following Committee persons. 

The application is printed in this Stinger. David Kel-

ton   drkswire@hotmail.com  256-523-4767 or 256-

441-2887  Chairman; Allyson Andrews  jan-

drews1@elmore.rr.com  334-541-5262; Jimmy Car-

mack  purealabamahoney@yahoo.com  205-854-

8334; David Ellis  ellisbuzz@bellsouth.net  205-647-

0729; Danny Skillman skilld@hopper.net  205-589-

2380 or  205-237-4982; Damon Wallace  damonwal-

lace.beeman@gmail.com  334-745-5312; Gerry 

Whitaker   beeginnings@yahoo.com  334-894-2077. 

If you have any questions call David Kelton. David 

Kelton, Chairman  

Classifieds:  
Mike Stoops has a limited number of 20 MM ammo 

cases that make wonderful smoker boxes. The case 

measures 13 ½"X 17" X 7 ½".  There is room for a 

big smoker at one end of the box and plenty of room 

for a coffee can to hold smoker fuel, hive tools, and 

other beekeeping paraphernalia at the other 

ABA at Farm Home & Wildlife Expo on August 6, 2011 

mailto:drkswire@hotmail.com
mailto:jandrews1@elmore.rr.com
mailto:jandrews1@elmore.rr.com
mailto:purealabamahoney@yahoo.com
mailto:ellisbuzz@bellsouth.net
mailto:skilld@hopper.net
mailto:damonwallace.beeman@gmail.com
mailto:damonwallace.beeman@gmail.com
mailto:beeginnings@yahoo.com
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end.  There is plenty of room to put a hive brush next 

to the coffee can without fear of melting the brush 

bristles.  The lid is air tight, will put out the smoker 

due to lack of oxygen, and will prevent smoke, em-

bers, and soot from escaping.  One of these excellent 

smoker boxes can be yours for only $25. Mike will 

have them available for pickup at the fall meeting.  I 

suggest that you e-mail mws1112004@yahoo.com to 

reserve yours today.  Supply is limited. 

 Wanted: Honey extractor, two frame baskets or lar-

ger, motorized. Randy Merijanian, 1560 Gilmer Ave, 

Montgomey, AL 36111 262-4004/391-4227.   

A short message from Dr. Jim Tew 

concerning his transition into retire-

ment  
Dear Alabama Beekeepers, 

Effective September 1, 2011, I will retire from 

my position as Extension Beekeeping Specialist for 

The Ohio State University.  Due to a financial incen-

tive offered to older employees at OSU, my decision 

to retire came more quickly than I expected.  

However, I am not retiring from beekeeping.  I 

doubt that I ever will.  Beyond my retirement, I will 

continue:  to travel to beekeeping meetings, to write 

for the US beekeeping magazines, and to keep some 

bee hives of my own.  

Due to the short notice of my decision, my 

continuance with the Alabama Cooperative Extension 

System, Auburn University, is presently under re-

view.  I have been tentatively told that there is consid-

erable interest by the ACES administration in con-

tinuing the agreement that has been in place for the 

past fourteen years.  I deeply hope that I am allowed 

to continue with this project.  A decision could possi-

bly come during late August, 2011.  Either way ï 

good or bad - I will be back in touch with you when I 

know more. 

Sincerely, 

Dr.. James E. Tew 

Beekeeping Collaborator 

ACES, Auburn University  

 

 Letter from the Editor  
 Please donôt interpret this as boasting. This is 

an apology. Recently, Bonnie and I got new com-

puters. It was traumatic. It is worse than changing 

jobs and moving to another state. The past two weeks 

I have been rebuilding the software on the new com-

puters. The process is much more complex than I 

could have imagined. Something as simple as install-

ing the printer-driver for the hp 3380 All-In-One re-

quired downloading a 300 Megabyte file just to be 

able to fax from my new computer. Anyway, in the 

process, I have been cleaning up Outlook Express. 

There were over five thousand e-mails just since last 

December. That is not the bad part. There were over 

two thousand unread e-mails. I know there are a 

bunch of beekeepers who think I donôt return e-mail. 

If you sent an e-mail to funder@otelco.net  in the past 

six months and I did not respond, mumble something 

derogatory and re-send your e-mail. I might answer. 

 Comment on scale hive. Weight is consis-

tently declining about half a pound to a pound and a 

half each day. I think it is safe to say that they are not 

bringing in much around my house. I am eagerly an-

ticipating the Goldenrod and Astor bloom. Last year 

my scale hive began to gain weight about the second 

week of September. Of course, last year I was very 

negligent weighing my scale hive during September.  

  One evening about a week ago, around 

10:00PM, while weighing my scale hive, two of the 

little darlings were agitated by my flashlight. I did not 

realize that they were on me until I returned to my 

illuminated garage. One bee began to buzz; I brushed 

her off. Another stung me on the neck right under my 

chin. On the next evening, I had devised a red lens 

flashlight by covering the white light with some red 

taillight repair tape that I bought at Auto Zone. The 

red lens flashlight seems to work. I can read the scale 

easily by red light. The thermometer is a different 

story. The alcohol...I am assuming it is alcohol... is 

tinted red to be more visible against the white back-

mailto:mws1112004@yahoo.com
mailto:funder@otelco.net
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ground. The red alcohol is almost invisible with the 

red flashlight. I wonder if this means that the bees 

cannot tell how hot it is with the red thermometer. 

 Recently I have found myself saying, ñThere 

are only fifty-two Saturdays in the year.ò On July 23rd 

Bonnie and I went to the Walker County Beekeepers 

picnic, a marvelous affair. Barry Banks brought his 

barbeque, which made the drive worthwhile. On July 

30th we were in Washington D.C. with our oldest 

grandson, Jonathan. You remember Jonathan and my 

smoker? August 6th we were at the Farm, Home, and 

Wildlife Expo. The next Saturday, we were at the 

North Alabama Beekeeping Symposium. Last Satur-

day we attended the National Honey Bee Awareness 

Day in Attalla. This is part of the reason I have been 

doing some beekeeping with a red light at night. 

 Wil Montgomery and I attended the 10th an-

nual meeting of the Heartland Apicultural Society 

back on July 7th, 8th, & 9th, another Saturday. The 

meeting was held at Vincennes University in Vin-

cennes, Indiana. I know this location puts this meeting 

out of reach for most beekeepers in Alabama; how-

ever, it is worth the drive. When HAS meets in Ten-

nessee, you should plan to go. HAS 2010 was held at 

Tennessee Tech in Cookeville, TN. Look for the 2014 

meeting to be held there again. Tennessee Tech was 

an excellent meeting site; possibly better than Vin-

cennes University. 

 This afternoon George Reid had a 

bee removal. I volunteered to go along as a 

consultant. Also, he could use my beevac. 

The colony was small and inside a water 

meter box, typical Africanized bees. There 

were five combs about six or eight inches 

across. The colony had not been there very 

long as evidenced by the very white wax 

and the delicate comb. All five combs were 

attached to the cover of the water meter 

box, and they broke off as the cover was 

removed. Of course, these were not Afri-

canized bees. This is the second instance of 

honey bees in a water meter box that I have 

personally witnessed. Reid got all but about 

fifty to seventy-five bees. I am reminded of 

the recommendation that bees like to nest 

ten to fifteen feet off the ground. Some-

times, even European bees will nest in a 

water meter box in the ground. 

 Bonnie has just reminded me. 

Please look at your club listing on page 9. 

All I know is what you tell me. Make sure 

your club listing is correct.  

 I hope to see most of you all at the 

annual meeting. Be sure to tell me how 

many e-mails I failed to return.                                        

 Lonnie W. Funderburg.  

 

 

  


