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 Letter from the President 
 Your Board of Directors is working for the 

Association. We had a good meeting after Dr. Tewôs 

workshop at Auburn. There are several projects on the 

drawing board: the picnic, the annual meeting, a new 

wireless/hands free microphone for the sound system, 

and our own trailer mounted grill. It looks like the 

membership continues to grow. That really makes me 

feel good. We must be doing something right. I am 

always open for suggestions. If you have an idea for 

the Association, send me an e-mail. My address is  

ellisbuzz@bellsouth.net. If you donôt have e-mail, my 

snail-mail address is on page 8. 

All of you begin thinking about nominations 

for Beekeeper of the Year for 2010. Letôs not wait un-

til the last minute. Also, my term is up in October. Be 

thinking about who you want as your president next 

year.  David Ellis, President.     

Letter from the Vice-President 

 If you were not at Auburn on February 6th, you 

missed a great workshop. By Angie Rodgers official 

registration, there were 300 in attendance. By my un-
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official headcount, there 

were a great many new 

beekeepers. We heard 

more on the Africanized 

Honey Bee from Mr. Paul 

Jackson, State Apiarist of 

Texas for forty-one years. 

Dennis Barclift, Alabama 

State Apiarist, brought us 

up to date on the Africanized Honey Bee that is not 

yet in Alabama. 

 Make plans to attend the Alabama Beekeepers 

Association 4th annual picnic at Cooterôs Pond in 

Prattville on June 5th. The Board of Directors de-

cided, after much discussion, to get chicken this year. 

We donôt want to wear out Barry Banks. So, when 

you are thinking about what to bring, we will be eat-

ing fried chicken. 

 We are making progress with the 2010 annual 

meeting, which will be at Taylor Road Baptist Church 

in Montgomery on October 8th and 9th. Key speakers 

from out of state will include Dr. Keith Delaplane 

from the University of Georgia. Dr. Delaplane last 

addressed our Association in 2004. Of course Dr. 

James E. Tew and able assistant, Sherry Ferrell, will 

be present along with Mr. Kent Williams. Kent Wil-

liams is a commercial beekeeper who lives most of 

the time in Kentucky. He is a past president of the 

Eastern Apicultural Society. The Walter T. Kelley 

Co., Inc. markets a hivetool designated the KW Hive 

Tool. Kent Williams designed the KW Hivetool. Just 

as there was in 2009, there will several presentations 

by local beekeepers. Put October 8th and 9th on your 

calendar and make plans to attend our 2010 annual 

meeting.. Phillip Garrison  

Letter from the Secretary/Treasurer 
  Many thanks to my very capable Administra-

tive Assistant, Mary 

Swann, for sitting at the 

Alabama Beekeepers ta-

ble all day at Au-

burn.  She took in dues 

for twenty-eight members 

and sold various items for 

the Association. Editorôs 

Note: Wil Montgomery 

also staffed the table 

while Mary Swann assisted Ken Swann with his pres-

entation.  

Many thanks to all those who helped by cook-

ing all of the meat and spaghetti noodles ahead of 

time for us and to all of those who brought desserts 

and drinks. Feeding this many people in such a lim-

ited time requires many coordinated efforts by all in-

volved.  

I especially would like to thank all of those 

who braved the cold and helped to get the meal to-

gether:  David and Susan Ellis, John Mynard, Lisa 

Fifield, Lynn Kelton and Tammy Conkle.  It would 

have been impossible to pull off the meal without 

them.   

Remember, if your expiration date on the 

mailing label of your Stinger says 12/31/09, itôs time 

to pay your 2010 dues. Thanks. Bonnie 

Dr. Tewôs Spring Auburn Beekeeping 

Symposium Review 

 Our Vice-President already told you that there 

were 300 in attendance at Dr. Tewôs annual Auburn 

Beekeeping Symposium a.k.a. Workshop. Beekeep-

ing is experiencing a rebirth. When Dr. Tew asked for 

a show of hands of the new beekeepers, about half the 

room raised their hand. This is most encouraging. I 

am uncharacteristically optimistic. More beekeepers 

means more attention from the group in Montgomery. 

More attention is what beekeeping needs. CCD 

started it . Letôs try to keep the ball rolling.  


