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 Letter from the President 

  Hello everyone.  How has your spring been so 

far this year? Mine has started off to what seems to be 

a good year. We have yet to have a late frost and eve-

rything is in full bloom; the bees are working hard 

every day. They seem to be building up very strong 

and putting up honey early this year. The rain has been 

just every few days making the ideal condition for a 

great honey flow. 

I hope everyone is making plans to attend the 

spring picnic this year. The picnic will be at Cooters 

Pond in Prattville on June 5th.  The Alabama Beekeep-

ers Association will provide the fried chicken and 

drinks. I hope all of you will bring those great dishes 

and desserts to go along with the fried chicken. We are 

planning a panel discussion to answer questions about 

bees, discuss what happen throughout the state, and 

any other topics related to beekeeping. Mr. Fred 

Rossman of Rossman Apiaries will be there, as usual, 

so if you need any supplies, give him a call and place 

your order. Make sure you tell them you want to take 

delivery at the picnic. If you order something from 

Fred, he will bring it to the picnic, and you will save 
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on the shipping cost. 

 Damon Wallace plans to be at the picnic giv-

ing tips and discussing the rules for the honey contest 

that we will have at the fall state meeting.  I still need 

names for anyone who would like to serve on the 

Nominating Committee this year. If you would like to 

serve or know someone who would, you can give me 

the information at the picnic or e-mail me.  Also, I 

need nominees for beekeeper of the year. Talk it over 

at your next local meeting or just send me the name, 

bio, and why you think he or she should be beekeeper 

of the year. 

I would like to just thank each and every one 

of you for being members of a great group of bee-

keepers, The Alabama Beekeepers Association. 

Thank You. David Ellis     

Letter from the Vice-President 

  Itôs April, and things are beginning to 

bud. Thatôs a great promise of a bloom, which means 

nectar, then HONEY. Doesnôt that make your heart 

race like crazy? Iôm 54 years old and a honey flow 

still excites me as much as it did 20 or 30 years ago. 

Weôre having some great weather right now. Things 

are warming up. Honey bees are working. Bees in my 

area are a few weeks be-

hind compared to most 

years. Maybe there wonôt 

be as many swarms this 

year. If youôre not ready 

for spring, youôre late. 

Get hives that are 

queenless fixed with new 

queens, split if you can to 

help reduce swarming, make sure you get Honey Su-

pers on and ready. It will be here before you turn 

around twice. I know in south Alabama they are al-

ready seeing Honey put in supers. I truly hope you 

have a wonderful spring honey flow and make more 

Honey than you ever have. 

 Iôm looking forward to seeing as many that 

can come June 5th to the picnic. Remember that Fred 

Rossman is coming; so place your orders. Remember 

ï No FREIGHT. Thatôs a significant savings. Weôll 

have a great time with food and fellowship. Damon 

Wallace is going to have a program at the picnic on 

getting your honey ready for the Honey Show next 

October. Collect those special honeys of all colors 

and flavors; letôs have the best Honey Show yet. 

 Itôs only six months away till our 2010 An-

nual Meeting on October 8th and 9th. If you havenôt 

marked your calendar, please do so now. Iôve got in-

teresting and informative speakers already scheduled 

for the meeting. All we need to make it complete is 

YOU. Please try your best to make plans to attend. 

Donôt forget to let your Officers or Directors know if 

you have someone in mind for the Beekeeper of The 

Year award. 

 If you know of someone that you feel would 

be an effective Director or Officer, please let David 

Ellis or myself know. Sometimes the best candidates 

might fall through the cracks. We have a spectacular 

Association going. Letôs keep it going. It is a wonder-

ful feeling to see all the new beekeepers just starting. 

If you can, find an experienced beekeeper to observe, 

and let them observe you, for some hands-on experi-

ence. Itôs priceless what this can do for your self-

confidence. 

 Also, thanks to all the people and clubs who 

are having beginning beekeeping classes. It takes a lot 

of time and effort; but itôs worth it. 

 Have a grand HONEY FLOW.  

Phillip Garrison  

 


